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BY 1880, San Bernardino County
boasted of a population of
5,584, Tradition says the old
mission bell at Agua Mansa was made
from donations of the early inhab-
itants. Into the bell went such
items as old spoons, brass pieces
and various trinkets.

The 1882 assessment value of pro-
‘ perty showed libraries at $5,570,
P while saloons and buildings were
' = & ) $19,464. On the rolls for number
N~ ¥ ,' . of items in San Bernmardino were 51
\ ' o pianos. 28,015 gallons of wine, 1
thoroughbred horse, 413 firearms,
613 watches, 1,591 gallons of bran-
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dies and other liquors and 61 cows,

The assessment value of the Southern Hotel at Lth & D Streets, including furniture,
was placed at $5,900. The Katz corner, with 222 front feet, was valued at $4,530. The
Kenniston and Brazelton's Livery Stable came in at $3,160. The European Hotel was
$4,580, while the Odd Fellows Hall was set at $2,455.

In 1883, the San Bernardino Central offices for Telephones had 25 connections. Five
in San Bernardino, eight in Riverside, three in Colton, one in Redlands, and one in
Etiwanda.

There were eight church organizations with six houses of worship, occupied by Con-
grelationist, Methodist, M. E. South, Baptist, Catholic and Latter Day Saints. The
Episcopalians and Presbyterians rented various meeting places.

In 1899 the housewife shopping in San Bernmardino could purchase coffee, "Santos and
Rio Mixed" for 12¢ a pound in ten-pound quantities. She paid 85¢ for a dozen cans of
corn. In drug stores she might purchase for 40¢ a tin of "We Cure You" for her hus-
band's tobacco habit. It could be chewed, or soaked in coffee or hot water.

To aid those with a drinking habit there was "Stop Drinking," which sold for 50¢ for
a tin of 24-dozen. For those with headaches, backaches and weak nerves, an electric
belt was available for a mere $4. The super-deluxe went for $18.

Sixty-five cents bought a hair restorer and for $13.50, a ready made to measure
men's suit of dark or black cloth, or klue plaid English Worsted was on the market,
Ladies felt button shoes, made of beaver felt, sold for $1.50

By 1899 an eight-foot windmill could be purchased from $16.50 to $23.

1899 was the second driest year in San Bernardino history, with only 7.49 inches of
rain. San Bernardino changed from
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the site of the rendezvous point ot the
caravans of New Mexican traders, which
plied the route between Santa Fe and
the 'dobe pueblo of Los Angeles during
the 1830's and '40's. Redlands, Lugon-
ia and Chino were also laid out in 1887.

In 1903, the Eagles Lodge in San Ber-
nardino was founded, followed by the
Knights of Columbus in 1904.

The year before, Rev. Juan Cabaleria
published his "History of San Bernar-
dino."




