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By> Alan Hensher

If one mineral in the desert towers
above them all, it is water. While search-
ing for water for the Santa Fé Railway
about 1898, roadmaster John Suter found
a promising deposit of copper and gold in
the parched hills south of Ludlow station.
His Bagdad and Roosevelt claims and the
adjacent property of John H. Gentry
became the nucleus of the Buckeye Mining
District.

Though both men vigorously worked
their claims, the district amounted to
little until Suter in early 1901 sold the
Bagdad group to a syndicate composed of
members of the New York Central Railroad.
The first shipment of Bagdad ore went out
that December. Processed in the syndicate's
“mill at Barstow, it vielded more than
$17,000. Within months, 47 men were taking
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out 125 tans a day. Bullion returns

averaged $600 a day in early 1903, and the

company pushed the output to 200 tons 8

day. Meanwhile, director Benjamin E.

Chase bought Gentry's claims and organized

the Bagdad-Chase Mining and Milling Company.
The lack of cheap trensportation limited

-shipments to the richest ore. Under the

watchful eye of Stagg, the syndicate
started work on a standard-gauge railroad
to run eight miles south from Ludlow. Named
the Ludlow & Southern Railway, the line

was completed in June, 1903. Water for the
camp was hauled in tank cars from Newberry
station, near Daggett.

Though small camps clustered around
the Gentry and Roosevelt groups, the main
settlement was at the Bagdad. It was named
Camp Rochester, in honor of the hometown
of several syndicate directors. While 100
men toiled at the Bagdad and Chase mines
in October, 1903, Stagg let contracts for
the construction. of 40 spacious cottages,
to be painted and "made thoroughly
modern.” A 10,000-gallon tank perched on a
hill provided water for domestic use and
fire-fighting. Telegrams could be sent by
telephoning Ludlow. A schoolhouse and 10-




