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stamp mills were later built at the Roose-
velt and Bagdad-Chase. A post office named
after director J.H. Stedman was estab-
lished in March, 1904, probably in the com-
pany store. By then, the Bagdad emplovyed
50 men, the Chase 25, and the Roosevelt 40.
Stagg believed in efficiency, hard
work, and clean living. One writer in early
1903 accused him of being a czar who con-
trolled the camp's water supply, required
the company store to sell only to
emplovees, and kept out saloons and gam-
bling. But Stagg later maintained that
“the era of a rip-roaring old-time camp is
past, and that intoxication should no
more be a feature in a mining camp than
in any other well-regulated community. . . .
Miners who had been spendthrifts, Stagg
said, now had comfortable bank accounts.
Happily, Ludlow was nearby. The start

of wark on the Tonopah & Tidewater Rail-
road to the borax and gold fields of Death
Valley and Nevada in 1904 changed

. Ludlow from a station to a complete town.
A school district was organized to serve
both communities; Stagg even served briefly
as its administrator. "Mother" Preston's
store, restaurant, hotel, saloon, and pool
hall offered relief to the men chafing
under Stagg's restrictions. Shrewd and
feisty, she would not hesitate to punch
out drunks and rowdies. But to those down
on their luck, she would be generous and
warm hearted.
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The mines settled into a period of
steady but unspectacular productivity
during 1904. Regular news reports ceased;
the post office closed in November, 1907.
Only 40 men were at work in early 1910,
when the Bagdad-Chase Gold Mining

Company sold its nperatmns' the mines,
railroad, and mill in Barstow were allowed
to decay. The chief source of copper and
gold in San Bernardino County, the mines
by this time had produced $4,500,000.

The company sold its railroad and mines
in October, 1910, to the Pacific Mines Cor-
poration, headed by the world-renowned
mining engineer, John Hays Hammond. The
purchase proved to be a tonic to the camp.
The railroad and buildings were repaired
and the operations modernized. Air drills
replaced hand drills; lanterns and candles
gave way to electric lights. The workforce
rose from 15 men to 75 in less than a year.

Though Pacific Mines pulled out in 1916,
putting the mines into receivership, Sted-
man would not die. Mining continued into
1917, and everything remained in good con-
dition--the machine shop and roundhouse,
electric-power plant, phone line, even the
big tank on the hill. The camp, according

to the Barstow Printer, was being "kept in
a sanitary condition, and contentment is
found among the emplovees . . . ."
Although 1917 may have marked Sted-
man's last vear as a viable settlement,
occasional mining continued in a very
limited way for decades. The rails of the
Ludlow & Southern were pulled up about
1935. Because of the silica in its ores,
the property was only one of four gold
mines in the state allowed to operate
during World War II. The mines finally closed
in 1954. Qut of a 450-foot shaft had come
$6 million in gold ore, or half the output
of San Bernardino County.#




