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I INDIANS ON STRIKE IN 1867 j
By Arda M. Haenszel

N MANY WAYS conditions have not changed

mach in San Bernardino over the years.
Strikes continue to plague us; racial bias is
still evident to some extent; and the wage
scale is still weighted on the side of the
male. It was with no surprise and some
amusement that I encountered an item in the
San Bernardino Guardian for 1867.

San Bernardino in the 1860's was a small
town with apparently few labor problems. In
the 1840's the Lugos had employed Indians to
work on their ranchos, the most noted of whom
were Juan Antonio and his band of Cahuillas.
The Mormons and other Americans of the 1850's
were primarily farmers, tradesmen, and
freighters, with no use for vaqueros, so many
of the Cahuillas returned to their native
homes., The original inhabitants of eastern
San Bemardino and the foothills, the Serr-
anos, continued to occupy areas not taken
over by the white settlers. Some were hired
by farmers such as Myron H. Crafts, who look-
ed after them in a more or less paternal way.
Some hung around town and created a problem
of idleness and drunken behavior. The Chin-
ese had not yet arrived as a significent
labor force. Menial work was often done by

" local Indians, mostly Serranos and Cahuillas.
Louisa Costa Rice, granddaughter of The men were hired to help on farms, and

Cahuilla Chief Juan Antonio, lived N
in San Timoteo Canyon as a zd.rl. At women did the housework.

the age of 98, she was still a fine The valley pioneers were all too aware of
ekl Tkers ok By Haxine another kind of "strike" that was being made

by Indians. In March 1866, Indians had
struck at las Flores Ranch in Sumit Valley, where they ambushed and killed three
cattlemen. Early in 1867, only a few months before, Indians had attacked residents at
the sawmills in Little Bear Valley, now lake Arrowhead., But those were the Chemehuev-
is and other Piutes from the Mojave Desert. In the opinion of Will Talmadge, pioneer
Indian fighter, the valley Indians, who had themselves been raided in the past, were
as much afraid of them as the whites. However, the threat of Indian attack which had
prompted the building of the Stockade was past. By the 1860's, the danger from Indians
had been pushed back to the mountain and desert areas.

The local Indians were not considered violent. They were tolerated and used, if
they proved dependable, or despised if they succumbed to drunkenness and the corrupt-
ing influence of certain white men. In this period they were generally regarded as
rather shiftless. The prevalent attitude is reflected by a Guardian reporter on

(See Page 42)




