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A basket maker who lived in the San Timotco
Canyon when she was a very little girl.
(Photo taken by Maxine McGowan Smith)

Acorns being ground in a basket mortar.

(Photo taken by Maxine McGowan Smith) :

September 18, 1869, who was surprised when he
observed an orderly and well-organized seasonal
trek of the local Serranos to the Bear Valley area
to gather pinons.

PINON SEASON - There will be a full crop of this
valuable production this year. The Indians of
this vicinity, started out on Tuesday morning
for their pinon fields in the neighborhook of
Bear Valley. From their profligate habits, and
general standing, one would suppose they were
destitute of even the necessaries of life, but
on Tuesday we were surprised to see them so well
equipped with horses, provisions, baskets, and
bows and arrows. They gathered together in
squads of ten or twelve at their general rendez-
vous, in the northern part of town, when they
all set forth, under their chief, Juan Roca, for
the romantic scenery round and about Bear Valley.
They carried with them a paper setting forth
their purpose, home and length of time they in-
tended being absent from home, so that they can
render satisfactory account of themselves,
should they be met by scrutinizing persons.

In the light of the recent Indian attack at
-1ittle Bear, it should be noted, incidentally,
that the trekkers were given a safe-=conduct pass
for their own authorities, who recogniged the
difference between the vally and desert Indians.

But it was in August 1867 that the valley Ind-
lans began to think about the value of their con-
tribution to the local economy, and met to demand
appropriate pay, on threat of a strike. Probably

. they had learned from their white neighbors the
effectiveness of concerted action. Though the
strike was apparently successful, the reporter

seemed to regard it as something of a Joke. Though he wrote with tongue in cheek,

nevertheless the racial and sexual attitudes of 1867 are there.
A STRIKE -~ We hope that our eight-hour~law people will take courage from the
example of our native American fellow-citigens of Cahuilla descent, who lately
struck for higher wages, and obtained them,too. This unappreciated branch of
the great "universal sufferage" family are the hewers of wood and drawers of
water for our commnity, but they don't intend to do so any more at the old
rates. At a convention held to discuss their rights, and to enforce them, too,
they resolved to do no more washing or scrubbing or chopping wood for less than
the adopted rates =- that is, the lords to have a dollar and les dames six bits
per day. Their demands were compiled with, whiskey suffered accordingly, and

drunken Indians were abundant.

They propose to send a delegation to the next

convention, to cooperate with the working-men and eight-hour-law advocates,
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