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T WAS a late November in
LOOKING BACK... T T5E et bne oremt AmoTacans
T SIS B 2t crossed the desolate wastelands of
~ the Mojave, reached the San Bernar-
dino mountains near Cajon Pass,
and forever changed the history of
California.

The seventeen men led by Jeded-
ieh Smith, exhausted and parched,
inched then.r way down the Indian
trail and emerged near the little
village of Etiwanda. Their red-
rimmed, weary eyes beheld the
lovely vision of the California of

the legends. To the north and
BY RUSSCI P McDonald west wegre the San Gebriel Mount-

ains; to the south were pleasant
rolling hills; clear streams, bordered with willows, sycamore, and brillant fields of
wildflowers made the scene memorable.

It was said Jedediah Smith had seen more than his share of memorable sights. He
crosged the wnexplored country with the aplomb of a farmer going to the barn.

His second journey into San Bernardino valley came on August 28, 1827. After being
attacked on August 18 by Mohave Indians at Needles, where ten of his mountain men were
kllled and two wounded, Smith led the six survivors across the desert to Cajon Pass.
They camped to recuperate near the entrance of present~day Reche Canyon.

The great barrier Mexicans believed would never be crossed had been conquered. The
door was open and soon many others would follow. Among them were men like William
Wolfsldill in 1831, when he led a band of trappers from Santa Fe.

In 1833, Ewing Young brought a party of beaver trappers through the valley. After

that a series of New Mexican traders brought in goods and returned with horses, mules
and China silk.

In 1839, Governor Alvarado issued permits to
Jose del Carmen Lugo to occupy the San Bernar-
dino and Yucaipa valleys. That same year Kit

Carson made his first trip to California with

the Ewing Young party along the route known as
the Spanish Trail.

By 1874, San Bernardino boasted of its first
brick County Court House. The first telegraph
line was strung from Anaheim, the Presbyterian
Church was organiged and a building started at
Church and E Streets., San Bernardino honey
took first prize at the World's Fair in St.
Louis,

In 1875, the San Bernardino County Board of
Supervisors ordered a suitable clock and bell
for the court house, not to exceed $1500. The
San Bernardino Advertiser was first printed
and its name later changed to the Times. The
Southern Pacific began operating trains from
Los Angeles to Colton.

By 1883 the population had risen to about
3,000 persons. The town proper coverad a one-
mile square area. There were three two-story




