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to a place where the river formed “a beautiful cove
and where there were three springs." They noticed
a group of native brush huts there at the rancheria,
. and a corral that had been built for the use of the
. neophytes in looking after the cattle.

Five years later, trapper Jedediah Smith and his
party of fifteen men, having crossed the Mojave
Degsert and the San Bernardino Mountains, made their
way to San Gabriel lMission. However, as an American,
Smith was not welcome in Mexican California. After
Fathers Payeras and Sanches saw hute a brief stay at the mission and unpleasant encount-
like these at Jumba Rancheria. ers with the authorities, he was ordered to leave.
He was given a requisition for supplies from the San
Bernardino Rancho by father Sanchez, then at San Gabriel, and he camped at Jummba in
January 1827 while they were being assembled and while his men broke wild horses, jerk-
ed beef, and repaired their gear in preparation for departure.

After the San Bernardino mission rancho was granted to the three Lugo brothers and
Diego Sepulveda in 1842, each of them chose a part of the rancho for his sphere of
activity. Jumuba, the part west of Guachama and south of the Santa Ana River, was
selected by Jose Mariea Lugo, and he built his house near the three springs. This
adobe was noted by David Seely when he camped at San Bernardino in 1850. It was also
mentioned by W. A. Conn in writing a section of a brochure edited by Judge Frazee in
1876. He said that "the Lugos had about 20 acres in cultivation at Humore," though
the rest of the rancho was devoted to cattle raising. Conn was one of a group who
bought the rest of the San Bernardino Rancho not already sold by Lyman, Rich, and Com-
pany before they were recalled to Utah. Conn stayed at San Bernardino to develop and
and sell the remaining valley land.

The name Jumuba, the Spanish phonetic rendering of the Indian name, was "adjusted"
to the form Homoa, or Humore, by the English-speaking settlers.

Confirmed by the American courts, the Lugo title to the rancho consisted of eight
square leagues. But the boundaries had not been established when the Mormons bought
it, It was up to them to determine which eight square leagues [about 2l square miles:]
would be theirs.

During the several years of uncertainty, a number of non-Mormon pioneers *squatted"
on favorable land which they hoped the Mormons would not claim. Among them was Jerome
Benson, who settled at Homoa in 1856,

It was natural that the Hormons would include the best land, and when official boun-
daries were established, Homoa was included and Benson ordered to move. He refused,
and was joined by other Independents in the : ! -
same predicament, such as F. B. Van Leuven, ’ . :

the Crams, John Brown, Rube Herring, and . 7

Q. S. Sparks. Benson's adobe barn was fort- ' : )
ified with a cannon the Independents had - \\\33
brought from Los Angeles for earlier Fourth . <

of July celebrations, and it was dubbed Ft.
Benson. However, the fort was never
attacked, and Benson remained., A suit was
filed by the Mormons in 1857, and then a
countersuit against them by Benson on which
Judgement was not given until October 1859.
We all know what happened in the meantime,
The San Bernardino Mormons were recalled to
Utah, and by 1858 most of them had gone.
Quick forced sale of their land brought the
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