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A party of English immigrants reached San
Bernardino in June 1857, among them Ambrose
Hunt and George Cooley. Hunt acquired the
Benson property of Homoa and proceeded to
develop it as a successful farm. He and
Cooley, who settled on the land immediately
west, opened the Hunt=Cooley irrigation dit-
ch from the Santa Ana River. By 1871, Hunt's
taxable assets at Homoa, including the land,
stock, farm implements, furniture, and other
personal effects, amounted to well over
$154,000.00

An item in the San Bernardino Guardian, dated May 27, 1876, noted that "the ruins
of the fort are still visible near the house and on the ranch of Ambrose Hunt, Esq."
. A red brick house, which stood on Hunt's Lane, is thought to have been built by Hunt
in 1882, but it may well have been there earlier. The street, of course, derives its
name from Ambrose, not Jefferson, Hunt. Two of the springs in the yard to the north
and west of the house were still marked by tules when I visited the site in the
1950's. The third had been opened as a domsstic well, as shown on & 1905 map of
valley water resources.

It is apparent that the Jumba site is one of considerahble historical significence.
The San Bernardino Sun on Feb. 17, 1935, described the dedication of a monument Ly
the Native Daughters, at which George Beattie and Jerome Kavanaugh were the speakers.
Miss Clara Barton was chairman of the occasion, and descendants of Benson and Hunt
were present, including Judge Henry M. Willis, Benson's grandson. The monument was
placed beside Hunt's Lane just north of the old brick house.

At about the same time the freeway was built, the house was demolished, and the
whole area was bulldozed, destroying the trees and the springs. Around 1956 or 1957
the House Grain Company bought the land, and on its western part built a grain elev-
ator. On Hunt's Lane was built the office, with a truck scale in front. The histor-
jcal plaque was preserved and remounted beside the scale. In 1957 the site was reg-
istered as State Historical Landmark #617.

A paved access road has been run through to the elevator, and an open field now lies
between it and the office. That is where the house formerly stood. The only indicat-
ion that this is & historic spot, other than the monument itself, is the presence of
an electric pump beside Hunt's Lane, indicating that there is still water there where
the Indians camped beside the springs. :

The Cooley Ranch across the freeway to the west has been tranaformed in recent
years., Lately an impact report was prepared for the proposed South Valle Redevelop-
ment Project in the area immediately east of the old Hunt place. Housing and commsr-
cial construction has been mushrooming to the south all the way to Barton Road and
east to Loma Linda.

When David Seeley camped at San Bernardino in 1850, he looked out upon a vast cattle
range. There were only four houses in the valley then -- ons at the site of the fut-
ure city of San Bernardino, abandoned for years; the former Asistencia buildings then
occupied by Jose del Carmen Lugo, Vincente Lugo's adobe ranch house at Politana, be=-

tween San Bermardino and Colton; and Jose Maria Lugo's adobe at Jumuba. Probably he
could have never imagined the construction now nearly filling San Bernardino valley.




