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By Alan Hensher

If any mining town had a basis in reality,
it was Atolia. The site lies five miles south
of Randsburg, at the western edge of San
Bernardino County.

For several decades in this century--
especially during World War I--this was the
chief center of tungsten mining in America.
In fact, the deposits here may well have
been the largest in the worid then.

The origins of this district are not
clear. Wwhile placering for gold, prospectors
had trouble with a white-blue mineral they
called "heavy spar,” which clogged pans full
of gold. Analysis showed the spar to be
scheelite, the chieft source of tungsten.
Since tungsten was coming into heavy use
for products ranging from light-bulb fila-
ments to armor plate, scheelite sold readily.

Important deposits of scheelite were
found in the Stringer district, a gold area
just south of Randsburg. But the biggest
strikes were made at the Papoose and Union
lodeslodes, near the foot of Red Moun-
tain, in 1904 and 1905. Only vards away was
the "spud patch,”" an immensely rich ground
where small-time miners could dry wash out
large nuggets of scheelite. The Randsburg
Railway crossed the deposits.

.Large-scale mining began when two
partners, known only as Atkins and DeGolia,
bought the richest claims in January, 1906,
and almost at once began shipping ore to
Germany and England--the European powers
were rapidly re-arming. Employing only 30
men, the mining company owned by Atkins
and DeGolia quickly prospered; within two
vears, it would begin paving dividends.
(Their firm would come to produce 95% of the
district's tungsten concentrate.)

"Quite a mining camp" grew up near
the claims. The buildings flanked a 100-
foot-wide street running east from the
Randsburg Railway. Mine superintendent
Charley Tavlor suggested the "smooth-
sounding name" of Atola--a contraction
of the owners' names. Atolia post office
opened in March, 1906, followed by the
organization of a school district a

year later. The Randsburg Miner called
the settlement "one of the most active
little mining camps in this part of the
district."
The miner owners, meanwhile, were
tired of shipping their ore to Europe
or having it concentrated at Barstow
for reshipment. The Atolia company
put up a solid, 80x39-foot mill in 1907.
Surmounting it was a makeshift 100-
foot pole flying an American flag.
(Water for mine and mill had to come
30 miles from Kramer by tank cars.)
Despite the approaching summer heat,
the outlook was considered "very bright.”
The company was hiring. Charlie Koehn,
a pioneer of the Randsburg boom, took
out $1,350 in tungsten are in two months--
from a gold mine! C. Grand Illingsworth,
Randsburg's leading merchant, mined
$2,000 in tungsten ore from an 80-foot
shaft.
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Arrow shows 1oca.tion of Atolia




