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Then came the panic and depression
of late 1907. The mines shut down on
November 1 because, as Atkins explained,
"of the impossibility of the firm to get
sufficient currency to pay their men
during this money stringency. . . ."

The day after the boardinghouse
closed, most of the men were gone.
One paper regretted that "a property
so good as the tungsten mines should
have to stop and the men scattered .
simply because of the stringency of
the money situation. It is to be hoped
it will be of short duration."

After a long lull, production finally
shot, up from 5,000 units in 1908 to 30,000
units in 1909; the output remained high
for several years. In fact, the Atolia
company was turning out nearly 25%
of the tungsten concentrate in America
by 1910, putting the district just behind
the mines of Boulder County, Colorado,
in domestic production. The company
now made plans for an electric-light
plant.

Still fairly small, Atolia was a homey
community. The arrival of the train from
Kramer was the event of the day. The
whistle blowing far out in the desert
signaled adults and children alike. The
conductor would toss the children rolled-
up daily papers; a small chocolate bar
tucked inside would assure their delivery
to the parents. That Thanksgiving, the
women gave a free dance with refresh-
ments for the 100 miners and families
of this "live camp.”

Yet prasperity would be elusive
for the next few years. In early 1911,
for example, a recession, slackening
demand for tungsten, and labor troubles
forced a shutdown of the Atolia Mine
and the layoff of 100 workers. Work
soon resumed, and by December, 40 miners
were back at work, and the mill was
operating two shifts a day. The Barstow
Printer advocated the formation of
a voting precinct for Atolia "so the citi-
zens of this county won't be compelled
to go over to Kern County to vote."

The San Bernardino County supervisors
established the precinct in early 1912.
Meanwhile, the company installed a
modern phone system in its workings.

After a decade of up-and-down
activity, Atolia began to boom during
the summer of 1915. A flood of orders
for munitions created a demand for
high-speed steels used in cutting tools
and rifle barrels. When the British
embargoed exports of tungsten ores
from its colonies, buyers everywhere
scrambled; within months, the price of
concentrate briefly topped $50. Mean-
while, the mines of Colorado were produc-
ing far less ore than expected.

Atolia turned into one of the fastest-
growing camps in the West. The company
put up dozens of large wood-and-canvas
tent houses and frame buildings, all
laid out in a neat grid. Emplovment
rose from 30 in early 1915 to 300 near
the end of the year. After the firm built
and started up a second mill in January,
1916, the force jumped to 400. The popu-
lation of the town reached 600.

Not even the accidental burning of
the mill a few weeks later could dampen
the boom. Insurance covered the $40,000
loss. The company quickly started up
the original mill and put carpenters and
other tradesmen to work round the
clock. The new plant, run by 25 electric
motors, could turn out 700 units a dav.
The machinery of the main shaft was also
electrified.

Indeed, Atolia was considered "a
metropolitan city, even if [it's] tents."
The county supervisors made the district
a court township, entitling it to justices
of the peace and constables. A 40-acre
townsite was laid out; lots were being
sold every day. A poolroom, stationery-
cigar store with clubroom attached,




