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The mining town of Randsburg lies
only 3 miles northwest of Atolia.

company had already decimated its regular
labor force, especially when the firm con-
tracted with Italian float diggers, who
would receive $3 a day to dig up a
product worth up to $6 a pound in the
East. When local ore buyers combined

to push prices down, independent miners
would merely rebury their treasures to
await better offers.

The mine operators adopted heavy-
handed tactics to bring some order out
of this chaos. To prevent high-grading,
the company installed rooms where its
miners had to change into street clothes
under guard. When civil authorities
arrested several Italians--moved of
Atolia's miners were Italian--on suspicion
of high-grading, the company fired 100
Italian workers suspected of theft, much
to the delight of many Americans. But
the losses continued; so did the arrests.
Meanwhile, small loads of ore sometimes
went out by express--at $190 a ton.

Happily, the camp settled down to a
more workaday way of life. The population
declined to about 900, and the major
events of 1917 were a stereopticon lecture
and a Red Cross parade. Though the price
of concentrates dropped to $16 a unit,
America's declaration of war and mobili-
zation pushed production to a peak of
116,000 units in 1917. The schoal, too,

reached a peak of 71 students.

The Armistice, in November, 1918,
marked the end of the boom. The schaol
plunged to 12 children. The company's
output dropped from an already-low
61,000 units in 1918 to a mere 5,000 units
the next year. Then the mine and mill
closed for three years.

Cheap tungsten imported from China
was blamed for the continued decline. A
correspondent for the Printer in early
1920 called Atolia "a deserted mining
camp" of only 79 men, women, and children.
The town had only one phone and no
telegraph service. Mail arrived only three
times a week. The post office finally
closed in August, 1922.

The discovery of a large deposit of
silver three miles north of Atolia in early
1919, on ground trodden upon by tungsten
praspectors for 15 years, injected some
life into the district's economy. A group
of camp under the name of Osdick
(renamed Red Mountain) more than doubled
(to 30) the Atolia school's sickly enroll-
ment; the board opened a school at Osdick.

At Atolia, the company reopened its
mines in 1923. Production soon reached
23,000 units. The post office reopened
in November, 1927.

But as a town, Atolia was finished. The
output of the mines began to slip at once.
In contrast, Red Mountain was thriving.
The Atolia school closed about 1930,
its branch library a few vears later.
About 250 men leased company claims
during a flurry in 1937. But declining tung-
sten prices cut the number of independent
miners to 40 by 1940. A federal report
explained: "The Atolia district is not
exhausted, but the easily discovered and
richest ore bodies have probably been
mined. . . ." In fact, the revival of the
mines and mill during World Wwar 11 failed
to bring long-term prosperity. The post
office closed in July, 1944.#




