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LOOKING BACK...

by Russel P. McDonald

In the early days when San
Bernardino Valley was occupied
by only a scattering of Indian
rancheros or small villages,
game abounded in the fertile
valley. According to the San
Bernardino County Museum the
list of mammals included the
opossum,Southern California
Mole, Ornate Shrew,Desert Gray
Shrew.

Among the bats were found
the varieties of Desert Yuma
Bat,Coast Yuma Bat,Long Eared
Bat, Little Southern California
Bat,Small Footed Bat,Coast
Canyon Bat, Large Brown Bat,
Hoary Bat and the Western Red
Bat.

Rabbits included the San
Diego Jack Rabbit, San Diego
Cottontail and the Ashy Brush
Rabbit.

Squirrels to be found
included two varieties of the
California Ground Squirrel, the
Marriam Chipmonk, Gray Tree
Squirrel, Fox Squirrel and the
Grapeland Pocket Gopher.

Mice were plentiful,
although only two varieties were
well known, the Short-nosed
Pocket Mouse and the San Diego
Short-eared Pocket Mouse.

Among the rats were
Stephens Kangaroo, San
Bernardino Kangaroo, Nimble
Kangaroo Rat, Brush White Footed
Mouse, Intermediate Wood Rat,
and later as introduced rodents,
The Black Rat and Roof Rat,
Norway Rat and House Mouse.

The carnivora included the
Black Bear, California Racoon,
Ring-tailed Cat, Long-tailed
Weasel, Spotted Skunk,
California Striped Skunk,
Badger, California Gray Fox,
California Coyote, Mountain Lion
or Cougar, California Wildcat.
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The Wild Cat

There was an abundance of
California Mule Deer and Prong-
horn Antelope.

Fontana was once called
Rosena. On February 17,1887 an
organization was formed as the
Semi-tropic Land and Water
Company and purchased 28,500
acres of the land west of Lytle
Creek as well as the rights to
800 inches of water from Lytle
Creek. The company laid out the
townsite of Rialto, Rosena,
Bloomington and Sansevaine. When
the Sante Fe +tracks were
completed to Los Angeles in May
1887, Rialto and Bloomington
were among the 13 new townsites
between Los Angeles and San
Bernardino, one for every 2600
vyards of track.

The Cahuilla Indians were
the first Indians to witness the
raising of the American flag in
California. In 1840, mountainman
Pauline Weaver and Daniel Sexton
settled in San Gorgonio Pass,
carrying on trade with the
Cahuilla. In 1842, Sexton
promised Cahuilla Chief Juan
Antonio that he would show him
the Americans celebrated their
holidays. On July fourth, he
invited the Cahuilla to a
fiesta. He climaxed a barbecue
by raising the American flag.

The 1900 Sears catalog
advertised a forty piece,
complete set of carpenters
tools, including the chest for
$11.72.




