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district attorney for the county. On January 4, 1897,
he took his seat as superior court judge, a position
to which he had been elected the preceding November.

Judge Oster's success in his profession is but the
reward of his ability and merit. His knowledge of
the law and eminent attributes render him well qual-
ied for the import position he now holds.

George E. Otis was born in Boston, Mass., in 1847,
He attended the Boston lLatin school and later Norwich
University, Vermont, but before completing his univer-
sity course he enlisted in the Sixth Mass. Volunteers R
Co. H, and served throughout the Civil War. After
returning to Boston, he studied law for two years in
the office of Richard H. Dana, author of "Two Years
Before the Mast," and then entered Harvard Law School,
i graduating with the degree of L. L. B, in 1869. After
J . his admission to the bar, he practiced in Boston until
_ 1875, when-he moved to California and located in San
B - GeEoRGE E. oTis |} SO Bernardino, where he formed a partnership with W. J.

- e  Curtis, district attorney for the county. Two years

later he moved to San Francisco and there was a mem-
ber of the firm made up of Charles E. Wilson and John J. Roche. Upon the dissolution
of this firm -in 1887, he returned t o San Bernardino and resumed practice with his old
partner, Mr, Curtis, until his election to the superior bench in 1891.. Upon the ‘expir-
ation of his term as superior judge he entered into partnership with F. W. Gregg, a
relation which he still sustains.

Judge Otis has won a wide reputation in the state as a lawyer of fine mental qualit-
ies and deep learning. As a jurist he was noted for the fairness and soundness of his
decisions. He is a man of unuaual social gifts, and has taken a telling part in the
public and political interests of the county. |In 1891 s Judge Otis built the house at
772 North "D" St., which was later moved to 796 North "D" as the Heritage House; now
owned by the City of San Bernardino Historical & Pioneer Society.]

Andrew B. Paris was born in Virginia in 1839. After attending the Virginia Military
Institute, at the age of twenty-one, he enlisted as a soldier in the defense of his
native state. He entered as a private, and emerged therefrom as a colonel » having been
at the head of artillery of General Hoke's division of Gen. Johnston's army.

After the close of the war, he studied law at the University of Virginia, and after
graduating, practiced for several years in his native state. In 1874, he came to San
Bernardino and entered upon the practice-of his profession.
In 1886 he was elected district attorney. In 1889 he married
Miss Kate Brown Smith of Virginia, but his wedded life was
brief, as she died the next year.

In 1894, he was nominated for the office of Attorney 3en-
eral of California. In 1896, he was nominated for the office
of superior judge of-San Bernardino county, and during this
campaign, he contracted the cold which resulted in his death
in November, 1896.

Colonel Paris was a man of unusual gifts, of broad mind and
humane heart. He had won the love and respect of his fellows
at the bar, and was a valued member of many fraternal societ—
ies of the city,
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