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By Frccl Holladay

TEB SUN spread its golden fingers across

the adobe bricks of the pueblo's houses
and many a pasiano yawned as he drew up
his breeches and threw open the door to
welcome the coming of a new day. Suddenly
the awakening villagers gaped in amazement
at the sight of a strange procession which
appeared out of the distance. Down the
sunbaked, narrow streets of the pueblo of
Los Angeles plodded a convoy of camels,
carrying freight of all sizes -~ defying
description - swung across their towering
humps. A mob of screaming and laughing
Mexdcan children ran alongside the awkward
beasts as they moved through the outskirts
of toan and headed for the central plaza
and supply huts clustered there.

The first camel express had come to
town, without fanfare. There were no kleig
lights to blind them as they drew up to
the plaza's hitching posts; no scantily-
clad bathing beauties to extend a welcoming
hand to the tired and perspiring drivers,
for this was Los Angeles in 1858,
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