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where the use of camels might solve transportation problems plaguing early settlers.

After crossing the Colorado River, on the initial trip to Fort Tejon, Beale detach-
ed two camels from the main herd and sent them to Los Angeles, via Cajon Pass. They
reached San Bernardino at seven o'clock in the moming on November 9, 1857 and by
four o'clock that afternoon had traveled the remaining fifty-nine miles to Los Angeles

- remariable time considering the primitive roads then.

The rest of the caravan reached Tejon in good condition and Beale was so enthused
with his "desert ships" performeance he remerked to the fort's commending officer, as
they swayed through the outer gate, "they are the noblest beasts alivel"

The camels were again pressed into serwvice a week later, when fourteen of them -
carrying loads up to 1,000 pounds each - wended their way from the fort to the pueblo
of los Angeles, where their arrival created not only great curiosity among the natives
but frightened most of their horses and miles as well.,

Numerous other dromedary experiments were conducted during the next few months,
including one Beale~led survey party which charted a wagon road through Albuquerque,
Fort Defiance and Zuni, New Mexico to southern California. On another occasion eight
camels, loaded with supplies and escorted by 100 soldiers, provisioned Fort Mojave;
traveling up to forty miles a day without duress, often leaving the soldiers behind
in a cloud of dust.

| All was not "peaches and cream" between the camel corps and the Army, however.

Although the beasts performed up to and even beyond all expectations » most of their
drivers failed the test. Many of these non-descript vagabonds had been imported from
the flesh-pots of the Near East - ten of them were Turks. Constantly fighting among
themselves and with the soldiers, they rarely drew a sober breath. Their outrageous
conduct not only created dissension among the soldiers, but destroyed the confidence
of their officers. As more camels entered service » apprentice Mexican drivers were
hired but they also proved unequal to the task.

In 1859 the Army sold some of the original herd to private operators. One buyer was
John Butterfield, founder and president of the Overland Mail Company, then optiocned to
carry mail between St. Louis and San Francisco. He used some of the camels on the
western segment of his mail run, but their performance was 80 inferior compared to his
fast overland stages that he abandoned the venture.

Another freight and exprese service Ploneer, Captain W. S. Hancock, bought another
part of the herd to use on a projected express service between Los Angeles and Fort
Mojave. The good Captain was doomed to disappointment on the very first "trial run®
by the antics of his camel driver, "Greek George," who got lost in the desert and
wandered about for two and one-half days before reaching
his destination. The resultant ridicule from the Press
and prospective shippers alike forced the Captain out of
business.

"Greek George" (George Allen), and "Hi Jolly" (Hadjo
Al1) were two of the original group of native drivers
who achieved legendary fame from their months of service
with the corps. George later moved to Whittier, Calif-
ornia, where he kept two camels to cart him about town;
to the consternation of local residents. Ten years
after arriving in America, he killed a white man in New
Mexico and only a few months later was found dead in the
desert. Although some acquaintances said he committed
suicide, others claimed he was ldlled by Apaches,

"Hi Jolly," who had many friends in San Bernardino,
later worked as a teamster and prospector in Arizona.
During the Civil War he gained fame as a dispatch rider
between Army posts. He died in Arizona in 1902 while
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