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borrowed from a local
circus. They were sent
over the original route
from Fort Tejon to Los
Angeles, carrying coll-
ector's mail in pouches
slung over their humps.
An interesting cachet,
commemorating the event,

! : was applied to all mail
eSS Ay |\ o carried on the jaunt.
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other recreation took
place when five camels,
under the co-sponsorship
of a non=profit historic-
Cacheted cover carried by camel on the 1935 revival al organization, retraced

of the Camel Express from los Angeles to Camp Tejon. the route of the 1861
~Cover courtesy of Fred Coops California-Nevada border

survey expedition.

Cameleer Harry Shannon, head of an
assoclation for the protection and pro-
creation of the last viable camel herd
in the United States, headed the trek,
assisted by Dick and Shirley McGraw,
who brought along two of the camels
used and Lewis Follansbee, who served
as trail boss, The trip was scheduled
to last 60 days and cover 600 miles,
ending at Visalia, just as the original
expedition had done.

Today the concept- of using camels for
transportation in the United States
sounds ridiculous, with automobiles,
trains and planes traveling from coast
to coast with ever-increasing speed.
And yet, men cast in the same mold as
"Greek George" and "Hi Jolly" still
roam with their burros over the barren
desert, gazing across the shimmering
horizon for a sign of their Utopia -
shining flakes of gold.

ek ‘ » RIS . One likes to feel that the ghosts of

4 I AR '-a‘“"i“h'- ‘Rg“_ others like them roam the desert sands

A VNER e AR AT RGN - on dark and stormy nights, gently sway-

ing back and forth on the back of plod-

Camels on the Mojave Road, Fetruary 15, 1982 ding camels, as they wend their way
~Photo by Dennis Cascbier toward the pueblo of Los Angeles.

WE WANT ARTICLES for future issues of QOdyssey. They can be of almost any length, as
long as they are about historical incidents in San Bernardino County. Biographies
of San Bernardino citizens also wanted. Personal experiences especially neseded.

They do NOT have to be professionally written - our editors can revise and correct
copy. If you have anything to sutmit, call Editor Holladay at 882-6603.




