JANUARY -~ FEBRUARY - MARCH, 1985

By Alan Hensher -

. . The town of Silver Lake was
mirrored in blue water as shining and as
heavenly as the vision which was lost.
The houses had weathered a deep orange
and burned in the sun. The white tank
set upon stilts above the well was
dazzling to look out. Trees grew beside
the glistening dream-water. It was bright-
er than any town or lake could possmly
be; it was magical."

So wrote the Eastern writer Edna
Brush Perkins, who, on a trip to the
deserts of California about 1920,
considered Silver Lake the essence of
the Mojave Desert. Silver Lake was
slumbering, but only a decade earlier,
it throbbed with life.

The construction of the Tonopah &
Tidewater Railroad--the T&T--north from
Ludlow was the genesis of the town.

. The railroad project spurred work at the

Riggs silver mine to the east and reawak-
ened interest in the Avawatz Mauntains
to the west.

The first signs of a settlement
appeared when T.T. Brown and Oscar
Hibbard opened a store 18 miles south
of the end-of-track, apparently at

the edge of the shimmering clay bed

of Silver Lake, in Uctober. 1906. The Las
Vegas Age saw the "prospect of a very
lively camp being started there ... ."
with mining excitements coming at a
feverish rate, a "small town" began to
emerge a few months later.Francis
Marion (Borax) Smith, the founder of the
T&T, ordered the construction of a depot,
and stagecoaches started rumbling to
the mining camps in the Avawatz range,
notably the new camp of Crackerjack.
Charging $15, the Crackerjack Auto
Transit Company began daily runs to
Silver Lake, 25 miles northwest, in

early 1907.

when a post.office opened in March,
1907, Silver Lake, though still "in
progress of building,”" embraced a
"creditable depot" with outside telegraph
and telephone connections, two restau-
rants, both run by boomers from Nevada,
a store or two, and a livery stable.
Rowan and Courtwright, who operated
the stable and corral, provided free
water to "man and beast” and ran a
stage that could reach Crackerjack in
five hours. A few months later, the San
Bernardino County supervisors declared
Silver Lake a town (platted with a
grandiose 63 blocks), voting precinct,
and court township. As a court township,
it was allowed to support two justices
of the peace and two constables.

During the boom years, especially
1907 and 1908, the Rose-Heath-Fisk store
was instrumental in building up the
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