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houses, "bright orange beside the purple
darkness of the baked-mud lake. . . ."
Greeting them were the Brauers, "a
kindly German couple” who owned the
store, sold them gas, and boarded the
few travelers bound for the mines.
Nailed to the door of the store, a

list of voters cotained only seven
names, down from the 65 in 1908.

Lured by the town watering trough,
burros wandered among the little houses.
A 6x2-foot patch of grass carefully
tended by the Brauers stood out as

the only green thing in town.

Not even the long hoot of the T&T's
trains in the still air disturbed the
torpor of the inhabitants. ". .. In
about fifteen minutes an ungainly line

- of freight-cars with a passenger-coach
or two in the rear comes swaying along.
Mrs. Brauer gathers up the dishes
leisurely. She hopes they have brought
the meat. The last time she had boarders
they didn't bring any meat for two weeks.
If they bring it she promises to make you
a fine German dinner. She never goes
aut to look at the train. Nobady
does except vyou, who stand in the door
way and wonder at it. .. ."
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Silver Lake faded away like a mirage
during the late 1920's. The constructian
of the highway from Laos Angeles to Salt
Lake City bypassed the town in favor
of Baker, eight miles south, and a
paved branch was built along the T&T
tracks to Death Valley. The Brauers
closed their store. When borax deposits
were developed in Kern County, the mines
near Death Valley--the lifeblood of
the T&T--were abandoned in 1933,
and the railroad curtailed its operations.
Silver Lake's post office closed in
February, 1933, and was moved to Baker.
The few buildings left housed a
section gang and station agent until
the T&T was abandoned in 1940.#




