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The Bella Union Hotel in the 1880's. The original 1857 adobe
tuilding is at the left and taller 1879 annex at the right.

HE ARROWHEAD-SHAPED histor-

ical sign in front of the
SUN-TELEGRAM bullding at 4th
and D Streets marks the site
of the "Bella Union, the City's
First Hotel.® In good faith I
helped to put it there as part
of the city's Bicentennial act-
ivities, replacing an earlier
one erected by the Argonaut
Club. Well, we were wrong.

In the first place, the hotel
built at the site in 1857 was
Miller's Hotel. It was a two-
story adobe structure
with a front porch fac-
ing D Street, and a bal-
cony above it., But
apparently Miller tired
of the responsibility of
managing the hotel and
attempted to retire from
active participation.

In February 1867 he
leased it to Elizabeth
Findley, who renamed it
the Arizona Hotel. It
was often identified as
"formerly Miller 's.m
Mrs. Findley must not
have made a success of
it, in spite of a number
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