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— of grand balls held there, for in August,

6 .
FIRST HOTEL 5% i et tossed it and onanged
the name again. He called it the Bella
Union, possibly after the famous Bella

Union Hotel in lLos Angeles,

But he didn't last long either. In
December of the same year John F. Miller
repossesgsed the establishment, and after
refurbishing it, ran it again himself,
Ingersoll!s Century Annals tells of a
murder that occurred there in 1869, in
which a customer shot a bar-keeper over
the bdll.

In April, 1870, Miller leased the hotel
again, this time to a W. W. Woodman, but
alas, he also appears to have given up.
There are no ads in the Guardian for the
Bella Union in early 1872. Ilike a bad
penny, it kept coming back to Miller,

Though ads in the Guardian continued
to use the name Bella Union, the place
was still often referred to as Miller's

: 7" as late as 1874, and Judge Frazee in 1876
Another view of the Bella Union in the 1880's. mentioned the Bella Union Hotel whose
proprietor was Jom F. Miller. Then
Miller built a two=story annex south of the original hotel in 1879.

In 1884 the original adobe was replaced by a new three~story brick building called
the Southern Hotel, whose owner and proprietor was Christian Kurtz. In the 1870's
Kurtz had owned a bakery in San Barnardino. Perhaps his skill with the oven, combined
with his local business experience, gained him success with the elegant new Southemn
that Miller's Bella Union could not achieve.

The Southern Hotel building was purchased
in 1948 by the Sun-Telegram newspaper firm,
) razed, and replaced by the present modern

SO0UTHERN publishing plant.

Was the 1857 adobe Miller's Hotel, also
known as the Arizona and the Bella Union, at
the southeast corner of 4th and D Streets,
then, the city's first? Let's dig a little
further into the old records, and make a few
more discoveries.

From time to time I had been rnning into
scattered references to a "Bishop Crosby's
Hotel," and had been trying to find its loc~
ation. Judge W. D. Frazee wrote in 1876
that Dr. A. S. St. Clair reached San Bernar-
dino on the 26th of September 1854, and put
up at Bishop Crosby's log cabin Tavern.

N Rt e Judge Benjamin Hayes, in town for a session
T C.KURTZ, PROPRIETOR of the District Court, wrote in his diary

| COR. 4”& D STS. SAN BERNARDINOCAL.| on February 21, 1854, "Finished business in

Court. Put up at the Bishop's Tavern. Negro

Engraving from an 1892 promoticnal booklet gservants. Good table. The Blshop himself a

Mississippian.” (See Page 20)
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