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Eight months later, in a
contribution published in
the Southern Californian,
Oct. 9, 1854, Judge Hayes
wrote in describing San
Bernardino, "At least 100
new buildings have been put
up within the last four
months; principally adobe =
some of them very fine. We
noticed particularly the
mansion of President Lyman
and the new hotel of our
excellent host, Bishop
Crosby." The Lyman house
and the adobe Council House,
then used as the court
house, were located conven-
iently just across 3rd

In 1870, Starke's bullt a new frame addition (right) to Street to the north of the
the original "Pine's Hotel" adobe of 1864 (shown left). hotel.

Mra. E. P. R. Crafts wrote in her PIONEER DAYS IN THE SAN BERNARDINO VAILEY:

"The first hotel in town was built by Bishop Crosby on the corner of what is
now C and 3rd Streets. When the fort was abandoned and travel began to set
in, the bishop saw the necessity of providing a place of entertainment for
strangers, so he put up a one-story adobe, which served the purpose well for
a time. The hotel has passed through various fortunes, being enlarged and
improved with each change. All early travelers will remember 'Starkey!'s
Hotel,' as it was known for many years."

Then I found the deed dated Aug. 24, 1854 by which the whole of Block 15, the south-
east corner of 3rd and Arrowhead, had been sold by Lyman, Rich & Co. to Mormon Bishop
William Crosby.

If we put the deed together with the judges and Mrs. Crafts, it appears that Bishop
Crosby's log cabin may have been one from the stockade when Dr. St. Clair came, and
when Hayes stopped there in February 1854. The Bishop must have replaced it with an
adobe structure before Hayes returned in October » the one noted by Mrs. Crafts.

And there we have the city's first hotel, in use in 1854, run by the Mormon Bishop.

Leaving hurriedly at the call of Brigham Young, Crosby sold the property in December
1857 to a John Lemon. Dudley Pine, who had come to San Timoteo Canyon in 1852, is said
by friend Ingersoll to have opened Pine's Hotel in 1858. He must have leased it from
Lemon, and then in 1863 he bought the property. It was probably soon after that that
Pine replaced Crosby's one-story building with the attractive two=-story adobe there on
the southeast corner of 3rd and Crafton (now Arrowhead). Llike the Bella Union, it had
a porch with a balcony above it, facing 3rd Street. This new two-story hotel of Pinets
appears in an early photograph taken shortly after 1865,

R. A. de St. Georges, a correspondent for the Alta California, wrote in the issue of
July 30, 1864, describing a trip to Holcomb Valley:

"I left (los Angeles) for San Bernardino and put up at a hotel kept by

a Mr. Dudley Pine. From some remarks that had been made in my presence

by some Los Angelinans, respecting the rooms and creature comforts of

this establishment, I had made my mind to put up with dirty rooms, dirty

beds, and mean cooking, but I was agreeably disappointed, for both Mr.

and Mrs. Pine deserve credit for their excellent table and sleeping
apartments.... On the 5th (of July), after attending a ball at Pine's

(See Page 21)




