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squaws, whom they used in harvesting the wheat.
"~ They were provided with baskets which were strap-

“4 22 ped on their heads, and they used their hands to

"33 to pull the heads off the wheat and throw them
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%32 into the baskets. A corral was made into which

= the wheat heads were thrown on the hard ground,
and a number of horses were turned on and a man on
horseback to keep them running, in this manner the
thrashing was done. The squaws were then given
baskets which they filled with the wheat and which
they threw up and down to separate from the chaff.
After the thrashing was finished they were given
permission to glean the wheat fields, and it was
necessary to be constantly on guard or the squaws
would run away to the mountains.

Shortly after locating on the Stanislaus River
my father was taken i1l with chills and fever, and
he was just recovering from his long illness when
we had a heavy flood in the early winter of 1847,
and it was necessary for father and mother to
carry my sister and I out of the house on their
backs, the water at times reaching above their
waists. After the water subsided they returned
home and gathered up their belongings and the wag-
on and we went North to the Rancho of Jack Smith
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on the Yuba River.
In the fall of 1847 my father put in large crops of wheat, and with the help of
the Indians harvested the same with butcher knives and sickles. While he was on the
way to Marshall's Mill with a part of the crop he learned of the discovery of gold.
After that it was impossible to get the Indians, or any kind of help, so the rest of
the crop was left in the field.
As others from the ship Brooklyn were moving to Salt Lake we started ahead of them

and stopped at the foot of the Sierra Nevada
Mountains in Pleasant Valley, Placer County,
to await their arrival. While there we were
joined by Pedro and the girl, who had never

forgotten mother's kindness to them, and we

took them to Salt Lake with us, where later

the girl died, but Pedro remained with us, a
faithful servant, and came back to Californ=-
ia with us.

Having plenty of horses and cattle, father
sold the beef to the Indians, receiving for
two or three pounds of beef a handful of
coarse gold. He "cleaned up" a small fort-
une doing this, as gold was plentiful, the
Indians digging it out with butcher knives,
and not realising the value of it. After
the arrival of two other families, and
about fifteen of the discharged soldiers
of the Hormon Battalion, we started across
the mountains, father being Captain of our
train, the second train of wagons to cross
this Pass. After a tedious journey we ARTEMISIA PERRY TOMPKINS
arrived at Salt Lake Valley, in the fall of Thomas' second wife.

1848, and settled at what is now called (See Page 24)




