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twice a week, half a pail of water to each vine, and mother would go out and sit in the
shade and watch us to see that we did our work right and did not go to playing....

We lived on this ranch until March, 1858, when father sold his thrashing machine,
reaper and mower to Mr. John Rains, and we left on our second trip to Salt Lake City,
taking with us sugar, coffee and tea - the tea we sold at $5.00 a pound, and we also
took a few dry goocds. When we reached there we found the Government had sent troops to
investigate the Mountain Meadow Massacre. The Mormons were moving south from the surr-
ounding towns, and money was very hard to get, so father traded the goods he brought
with him for cattle, which he brought back to San Bernardino with him in Qctober of the
same year.

About this time my father withdrew from the Mormon Church and we returned to San Ber-
nardino; in our party were sixty Government teamsters; my father brought thirteen of
them in his wagons, they were paying him $60.00 apiece for the trip. The others
brought their own horses and wagons to haul their provisions and blankets and they walk-
ed from Salt Lake City to California. Father kept his farm in Salt Lake until 1865,
when he sold it for $2,300.m‘

Upon returning to San Bernardino father was able to purchase from Mr. John Rains our
old ranch, paying him partly in money and hauling lumber from San Bernardino for the
balance. In a recent conversation with my old friend, Mrs. Mary Crandall, she was re-
calling the time when, as a child at our house, she had turned the fanning mill.

Our friends were very kind to us upon our return from Salt lake, especially Jomn
Rains, and father remained upon the ranch until his death, January l4th, 1885. My
mother, Jane E. Tomkins, having died February 16th, 1865, father married Miss Perry,
who survived him, with seven children. My sister, Amamda, passed away Oct. 2lst, 1897.

I was married to Jesse Hunter July 3d, 1862, and have resided in Los Angeles ever
since....

I am the oldest survivor of the ship Brooklyn that is known of in California. There

are, I believe, eleven in Utah.
December, 1916 JANE ELIZABETH HUNTER

’ ; sometimes left large amounts of cash or bullion in his
FIRST HOTEL charge. Local organizations held their meetings there
The hotel dining room came to be the fashionable place

(Continued fron Page 21) in town to eat, not only for travelers but for local
residents dining out.

The Starkes operated the hotel until, in the 1890's, trouble came to the desert mines
and they, along with many others, ran into financial difficulties. At this time,
according to Earl Buie,Wong Nim, the unofficial Mayor of San Bernardino's Chinatown,
who had a store just down the street, acquired the hotel by paying off the mortgage.

The place is listed in the 1898 Directory, under rooming houses, as The Bradford,
with Charles H. Davis and his wife as proprietors. The southern annex was converted to
apartments. The Davises continued management until around 1913, when the name was
changed to The Pacific, and the management was taken over by K. Hirata.

By 1928, various state agencies had begun moving into the 200 block on 3rd among the
smll buildings occupied by Chinese residents and merchants. According to Buie, a new
building on the commer, built by State Senator Ralph Swing about that time, replaced
the old brick hotel. It was occupied by a series of Chevrolet dealers, the last being
Jack Coyle. The auto agency in tum was razed around 1961, along with the old buildings
to the east of it, to make room for the present Caltrans building. August Starke was a
progressive sort of fellow with many strings to his bow. Somehow I think he would have
approved.

So we find that the first hotel in San Bernardino mmst have been Bishop Crosby's 1854
log cabin at the southeast corner of 3rd & Arrowhead, which became in turn Pine's and
then Starkes. The second hotel would have been Millers, built in 1857 at 4th & D,
later known as the Arizona and Bella Union, and finally the Southemrn.




