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Ivanpah was not the only settlement
in the Clark district. (See Heritage Tales,
1984.) Six miles south of Ivanpah was the
Cambria Mine, also known as the Meskal or
Mollusk. The Cambria was discovered
perhaps about 1879 and was producing ore
early the next year.

The site itself hardly looked promising.
One visitor would later describe the
approach to the mine: ". . . The great
mountains on either hand were bare in
their dry desolation; . . . Occasionally in
some small qulches, or depressions,
orchards of yucca grew like stunted
trees. . . ." The operation remained
nearly lifeless until William A. McFarlane
bought the property in 1882.

The Mescal Mine came alive in early
1885, when McFarlane and his partner,
Simes A. Barrett, had a_force of men at
work. Waiting to be milled was a large lot
of ore worth $100 a ton in silver and
gold. Meanwhile, during a shutdown at
Providence, several miners and wood-
choppers trickled in to Mescal.

Glad to see progress, the Calico Print
reported in June that "Mescal mining camp
has commenced to baom. . . ." With
seven or eight men working at the mine,
McFarlane started up the old Ivanpah
Consolidated mill. About 20 pack animals
owned by John Domingo, a Providence
teamster, made daily trips carrying ore.

A few weeks later, in July, Wells, Fargo &
Company carried away the first bullion,
two bars worth more than $2,700.

" .. Ll'J'Ck be with them, they deserve

it. . .

Mescal entered its most productive
period when McFarlane and Barrett leased,
then sold, the Cambria to a company of
"shrewd” Los Angeles businessmen in
January, 1886. The company soon had 10
men at work and drove a second tunnel;

a 350-vard ore-car track led to a road
below. Under Barrett's supervision, the
company graded a site for a five-stamp

The M1l at Mescal

mill near Mescal Spring, which produced
a "splendid supply of water." Domingo's
‘big teams laboriously hauled in timbers and
lumber. The machinery, made in Las Ange-
les, was meant "to show San Francisco that
they can erect as good a mill as any other
place on the coast. . . ."Supervised by
McFarlane, the mill started up in early
December and turned out four bars of
bullion weighing 5,000 ounces; the yield
showed that McFarlane "keeps up his
reputation as a first-class miliman.”

8v this time, late 1886, Mescal had
become a compact, well-run camp. A cor-
respondent for the Print observed: ". .
The mill is a thoroughly substantial one
in all its parts. They have a fine assay
office, overseen by the painstaking assaver,
Mr. L.A. Blackburn. The offices are comfort-
able, and the boarding-house, lodging-
house, etc., show that they look to the
comfort of their men. . . ." A handful of
men, several with families, lived in well-
built adobes covered with good shingle
roofs. "Good" miners received $3.50 a day;
"excellent” board cost $B a week. As one
visitor was later told, "wages were good,
waork steady and everybody was happy

Prospemty continued to smile upon
Mescal for several years. All through 1886,
superintendent L.A. Carr uncovered bodies
of rich ore. The Print remarked that the
company could "congratulate itself on
the way the mine is opening up. . . ." The
mill was producing so much bullion--15,000
ounces in January, 1887--that Carr added

(See Page 29)




