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It remained for three prospectors from Goldfield--James Hart and the
brothers Bert and Clark Hitt--to recognize the possibilities of a rhyolite for-
mation that resembled the gold-bearing outcrops of western Nevada. In the
rugged Castle Mountains, the trio found pockets of rich ore about December 20,
1907. Pieces of ore taken from the trio's newly discovered 8ig Chief claim
"fairly glistened with gold." The three men also filed claims on the Oro Belle
lode on New Year's Day, 1908.

Tipped off by the discoverers, George A. Foster, a young Goldfield
broker, snapped up a group of claims and laid out a townsite in a basin below
the properties. He named the site Hart. (A siding and freight house on the
Barnwell 8 Searchlight Railroad, about four miles north, would soon be named Hitt.)
Foster later explained that too "much credit cannot be given the original
discoverers. They certainly have given the mining world another big camp and
myself and friends are indebted to them for the advance information which let
us in on the ground floor."

The news of the strike electrified the desert regions as early as January,
1908. The Needles Eye reported that many "people have left Needles and Search-
light in automobiles, buggies, and wagons, and on bicycles and burros." "And
once more the magic name of Goldfield!" exclaimed the Searchlight Bulletin. "So
associated with sudden wealth and riches has the name Goldfield become that it
is the.open sesame of the up to date prospector.”

A town began to emerge only a week later. Half a dozen tents were on
the ground, and more were rising. Two Searchlight stores opened branches.
M.L. Cook and Stone & Brown opened survevors' offices. J.B. Flanagan, the pub-
lisher of the Searchlight News, began issuing a small, four-page weekly, the Hart
Enterprise. Telephone lines, probably strung on Joshua trees, were being laid
to the Western Union office at Barnwell. Though wood was scarce, water was
being hauled from Barnwell; it sold for $8 a barrel. A petition asked for the

establishment of a post office and a star route running to the railroad.
(See Page 36)




