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In the meantime, the Foster brothers were vigorously promoting the new
townsite. They hired M.L. Cock to make a survey, and "indications are that a
lively camp will speedily materialize,” one paper wrote. Town lots were put on

sale on January 14.

But "blinding storms of rain, sleet and snow"” failed to dampen sales or
the spirits of the 100 or more men at the site. At $25 a lot, sales were brisk: 60
lots were sold in one day; one party even bought 20. A week later, when lots
were selling for $150, the Enterprise commented that "the camp has every indi-
cation of permanency."”

visitors began to pour in, at first from Needles, Searchlight, and Goldfield,
then from San Francisco and Denver. Most got off the Barnwell 8 Searchlight at
Burnt Stump station, where a stage would take them the few miles to Hart. From
the Salt Lake railroad (the present Union Pacific), passengers would arrive by
auto stage from Leastalk (later renamed Ivanpah). Travelers could usually be
accommodated at lodging tents and restaurants. But H.A. Perkins, the publisher
of the Bulletin, advised that "the foresighted will endeavor to pack along a pair
of blankets [to) insure comfort in stormy weather. . . S

One woman confessed to having mixed feelings about Hart. "well, at first
the place gave me the creeps. My first impression when I saw all those white
tents in the distance was that I was approaching a graveyard. Nor could ]
throw off this impression for some time--in fact not until the next day when 1
saw ever so much gold panned and had bought a lot. Then the life and bustle
wakened me up and 1 was delighted with all I saw. I had a fine time and want to
go to Hart to live. 1 think it is going to be a lovely camp."”

Newcomers like her continued to swell the population. The Enterprise
reported at the end of January that one hundred "tents are scattered about, and
the number is fast increasing. Where two weeks ago the eve beheld nothing but
joshuas and cacti the mountain side [teems] with life and progress."
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The Original Discoverers of Hart, Cal. (See Page 37)




