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An Excited Crowd Examining Gold Float Found on Main Street, Hart, Cal, Feb. 7, 1908

while the district awaited the arrival of its first lumber (January 31),
tents lined the main street for half a mile; other tents spilled onto side streets.
Housed in them were an estimated 400 persons, several mining engineers and
building contractors, and two dozen businesses.

A town began to emerge from the cocoon of a camp. During a break in
the bad weather in early March, Perkins made an easy ane-hour drive to Hart
and found an attractively placed settlement. "One drives up the main street
and finds it quite well filled for a distance of three city blocks with alternating
tents and small frame structures. A closer observation will show some very sub-
stantial one-story buildings. For a two months-old it makes a remarkable showing."

Among the more conspicuous businesses lining the main street were the
Northern Club, owned by Gus Hamstadt of Nipton; the Smith, McCarthy & Bradley
hardware store; the general stores of C.L. Buckler, N.P. Funk, and the Brown-
Gosney Company; several lodging houses; and Mesmer's bakery-restaurant.
Grading was under way on the 38x60-foot Norton House. Meanwhile, a four-mile
water line from Malapais Springs was completed; water sold for $10 a barrel.

The mines were also doing well. A hard 15-minute climb brought Perkins to
the Hart and Hitt property, the Oro Belle. Hitt "extended every courtesy" in
showing Perkins a 60-foot tunnel with veins assaying up to $20 a ton in gold. Up
another steep hill was the 60-foot tunnel of the Big Chief Mine, owned by the
Foster company. Lving near the mine were four 100-pound sacks of ore worth
$2 a pound.

All that spring and summer, Hart matured into a full-fledged mining
town. After the introduction of daily mail deliveries, a post office opened in
late April. A Searchlight developer brought in a seven-passenger Thomas Flyer
and began carrying people, beer, and ice to Hart and El Dorado Canvon, Nevada.
A crew he employed put the 20-mile road to Hart in "fine shape for fast runnir(tg." X
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