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Norton }ouse, Hart's New Modern Hotel, J. W. Norton, Proprietor

Despite its boosterish tone, the Enterprise tended to play its mining news
straight. Mining journals in San Francisco, Los Angeles, New York, and Chicago
quoted the paper often.

But all this growth strained the fabric of an easygoing frontier society.
The Bulletin complained in January: "Six-shooters are much in evidence, and it
will not be surprising if leaden messages are exchanged. Many sharp practices
are reported in the matter of making locations which may result in trouble.” The
next month, three Searchlight men contested with the Foster brothers the owner-
ship of an area near the townsite. But until certain matters were settled, the
San Bernardino County supervisors refused to establish a court township, which
would entitle Hart to a justice of the peace and constable.

such chaos could not be tolerated. Hart organized a form of provisional
government. To "encourage legitimate mining,” the leading citizens formed a
Business Men's League, which limited the sale of liquor and enforced police and
fire regulations. Hart in fact was one of the few mining camps in California to
maintain a volunteer fire department. The league in turn formed a law-and-order
committee "to assist in the maintenance of a quiet camp." Whenever a gambler,
tough, or wildcat promoter arrived, the committee would advise him, "in language
that he does not hesitate to heed,” to leave on the next stage.

A few well-developed claims supported the district. The Oro Belle, cwned
by Hart and Hitt, had a 1,000-foot tunnel, a 200-foot shaft, and extensive work-
ings. The Big Chief, owned by Foster, had a shaft of several hundred feet and
the district's only mill. In third place was the Hart Consolidated, owned in part
by Harry S. McCallum, the town's leading spirit, who headed the Business Men's
League. The many leases these men granted added considerably to the district's
output. In fact, one lease-holders in late June shipped the area's first ore, a
test run of undisclosed value processed by a mill in Searchlight.
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