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Representing most mine workers was the Hart Miners' Union, a branch of
the Western Federation of Miners. The union was organized during early 1908 and
by July 1 counted 44 members, a peak. During the most productive years, 1908
and 1909, laborers and surface workers generally received a comfortable $4
a day, and shaft workers received $4.50. Carpenters were paid a princely 6.

Milling turned out to be the main problem at the mines. In May, a 10-stamp
mill bought by Hart, Hitt, and Foster arrived from Goldfield and was installed
near the Big Chief Mine. The heavy machinery, however, shook apart the pooly
laid foundation. Though modifications were made, the mill did not start up again
until November. A Searchlight mill ended up processing most of Hart's best
ore. Shipping cost $3 a ton.

Though the mines were the most active through 1909, the Enterprise
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the amount of their high-grade ore was limited. In November, 1909, the Enterprise
apparently suspended publication. (Flanagan was seen again as publisher of week-

lies in Parker, Arizona, and Blythe, California.) And a few months later, in early
1910, the census taker counted only 40 residents in the area.

Then, in January, 1911, a fire that started behind the Messmer building
destroyed half the "ittle town," including the office of the Hart Townsite Com-
pany, Messmer's storeroom, Martin's poolroom, and the Ames stores--but all
abandoned by then. The only burned building still in use was Milton Maundy's
store, which contained general merchandise and the post office.

Still, Hart would not die easily. A month after the fire, Maundy gpened a
restocked store across the street. George Foster still attended to townsite
business. And the Oro Belle's manager, W.B. Andrews, brought in several carloads
of supplies, lumber, and drilling equipment. Andrews planned to drill for water to
use in a proposed mill. The Bulletin rejoiced that prospects looked favorable for
what it still called "the town of Hart."

Andrews was making steady progress by November. The water line was
ready, and Andrews was getting estimates for the construction of a mill. Ex-
pected to cost $45,000, the plant would be an improved tube mill designed to
recovered 96 percent of the gold and silver in the Oro Belle's ore.

After intermittent production, the Oro Belle and Big Chief suspended work
in 1913. The miners' union disbanded a vear later. A Tonopah, Nevada, firm worked
the Oro Belle for a while in 1915; the post office closed that December. The rail
to Barnwell and Searchlight, in the meantime, steadily cut back service.

A surveyor for the United States Geological Survey found a ghostly town
in early 1919 (spelling kept in the original): "The now deserted town of Hart gives
evidence of a once thriving and prosperous mining town, evidenced by numer-
ous buildings, consisting of three saloons, with furnature and bar in tact, a
10 stamp mill, hotels, restaurants, laundry, printing office and numerous dwelling
structures. The condition of the town bears witness to the fact that it was
deserted in a hurry, probably at the termination of the gold excitement in

this vicinity. . . ."#




