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Now, with changes effected over
the years, they lead nowhere in
particular, The place is Meadow-
brook Park.

Back in the 1860's there was a
swamp in the low land at the
southeast edge of town through
which ran Warm Creek, and it was
here Joined by Town Creek at the
south end of Camel Street (now
Mt., View). The site was over-
grown with native trees and
brush, and it was the type of
place that seems to attract the
dumping of trash.

At that time, Cahuilla Indians
were accustomed to come in from
the Coachella area and camp
there in the swmmer. There was
plenty of material for their
brush huts, and the shady streamside made a comfortable retreat from the extreme desert
heat of their homeland. The Indians used to work for the white farmers in the valley,
and the women sometimes worked for city housewives. The area was known to the pioneers
_as "Squaw Flat."

When the Cahuillas retwmed home in the Fall, as if by arrangement the Chemehuevis
would take their place, seeking relief from the icy winds of the Mojave Desert.

The Cahuillas, through their contact with Mexican and American settlers in the valley,
were used to the white man's ways. The Chemshuevis, less "domesticated" secretly still
burned with resentment toward the encroaching white men. Some pioneers thought that it
was a party of Chemshuevis returning home from San Bernardino that attacked and killed
the three cattlemen at Las Flores in 1866,

The camp in the swamp had no sanitary facilities, so it occasionally produced epidem-
ics and other health problems, not only for the Indian residemts, but for the city as
well. Beside the Indians, it harbored other undesireables who did not care to advert-
ise their presence, presenting a crime problem in addition.

Altogether it was really a rather tough place. A couple of incidents are said to
have happened there in the early days which may or may not be apocryphal, but which
nevertheless indicate its reputation. They were related by Burr Belden after conferr-
ing with several old-timers who swore they really happened.

One tale involved a Cahuilla chief called Pablo and a group of his tribesmen from
Agua Caliente (Palm Springs) who came to the court house one day in 1874 to get the
sheriff to execute one of their number, Coche, white man style by hanging. Coche had
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