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With the San Bernardino Woman's
Club members behind her and the help
of the Colton Woman's Club, she
arranged for a clean-up day, and so
aroused enthusiasm in the project
that everyone wanted a piece of the
action, according to County Clerk
Harry L. Allison. The city furnished
wagons and teams to haul off debris.
Workmen were asked to donate a day's
work. Nearly every boy in the high
school took the day off to help clear
out the brush, which was then burned.
The day stretched out into a week or
more. Teams and fresno scrapers
leveled off the area. Native trees
were retained, and more trees were
planted. A small bandstand was
built. The bed of Warm Creek was ex-
cavated toward the eastern end for a
swimming hole, the first public swim-
ming pool in the city. Local boys,
accustomed to taking a dip in certain
parts of other streams around town,
didn't mind that the park pool was
unlined and had a mud bottom. A
flight of rock and cement steps was
built down the south bank toward the
pool. And it is here that Mrs., Good=-
cell and the Woman's Club were honor-
ed for their efforts with a granite
plaque set into the side of the

~Standing bty the plaque and concroto stop marked stairs. In the riser of the top step
in Mary Bemnett Goodcell's honor are (left) Mrs. and visible from below, is the name,
T e e ey ot vty "Ooodoel Place.”

ey Jarola Rouser, 595119 * Meadowbrook was the city's first

recreational park. As automobile
travel increased, an unusual feature
was added. In grading after damage from the 1916 flood, a camp ground was prepared
called San Bernardino Motor Harbor. Sewenty spaces were laid out along streets like a
little city. There was electric lighting, and water was piped to each lot. A kitchen,
laundry and rest rooms were provided. It was shaded by trees and fenced with a hedge
of roses. A custodian was assigned to manage the facility. The Chamber of Commerce,
that had promoted it, advertised this attractive auto camp nationally to the touring
public,

In the 1920's the park was extended north of Third Street, with a scenic drive along
the creek to Waterman Avenue. But this part of the park was irreparably damaged in the
1938 flood, and was not restored. Facilities of aeveral armed forces now occupy a part
of the former northern section.

Still a beautiful spot, with old trees and a stream running through it, today the
park looks a little run down and in need of refurbishing. An environmental review was
prepared recently for a project of renovation and updating by the city. Perhaps
another Mrs. Goodcell will appear with the spark and drive to organige this most worthy
effort.




