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OUR VANISHING HERITAGE
By Fred Holladay |
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EARLY TRAVELERS crossing San Bernardino valley, before the gold rush of 1849, appar-
ently thought they had found the Garden of Eden, from the glowing descriptions they
left behind; praising its rich plains and valleys, traversed by innumerable streams of
mountain water and strands of virgin timber - all running as far as the eye could see.
The mountains and meadowlands were filled with wild game and the valley's natural
resources wnlimited.

The first large group of white men to infiltrate the valley were members of the Mormon
Battalion, recruited in Iowa in 1847 and sent to California to participate in the

(See Page 51)




