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Mexican-American War. The fighting was over by the
) : it | time they arriwved, but they stayed long enough to
l protect Mexican land-owners from maurading Indians
= —=7 v Y — and helped till their crops before returning to
Utah. Impressed with the valley's frultfulness,
S it = they convinced their superiors in Salt Lake this
: | would be a perfact place to establish a colony for
I = - the church; providing a source of supply for food
and materials for Utah without the necessity of
VR - traversing a long overland trip to the east for
R PARK . L 8ams,
' On March 11, 1851, a band of almost 500 Mormons
~ xr " left Salt lake City, arriving at Cajon Pass on June
H D ! 4 1 11, after a harrowing trek across the great desert.
im xv = More industrious than most colonists, they erected
a large fort over land now partly covered hy the
ETY R ¥ County Court House on Arrowhead Avenue, between 3rd
: 1 and 4th Streets, where they lived for over a year
, ) IR ¢ =¥ ¢ until the danger of Indian raids was over.

ORIGINAL TOWN PLAT OF SAN BERNARDING. In 1852 they engaged surveyor Fred T. Perris to
layout a mile-square town, patterned after Sait
Lake City; planted crops throughout the valley; located a mill at the cornmer of Mill
and Allen Streets; planted strands of trees and established a road up Waterman Canyon
to transport lumber from the mountains, and established an irrigation system, diverting
water from the mouth of the same canyon.

Unfortunately, they were recalled to Salt Lake City during ths winter of 1857, when
war seemed imminent between them and the United States government, and were forced to
sacrifice property for but a fraction of its original worth.

A letter written by one of the returnees, W. A. Wallace, published in the Alta
California, on May 3, 1858, paints a graphic pilcture of San Bernardino as it looked
after the Mormons retwrned to Utah., (The complete letter is printed in the January,
198}, issue of Odyssey, in the article by the auther, "The Day The Mormons Left.")

As Wallace said, in part, "...we drove through the town where, a year ago, every
house was occupied, and industry had already overcome the privitations of the new
settlement... As we passed along, on the right and left, few homes were occupied -
many were falling to pieces. The walls were all adobe, and the rains are leaving them
heaps of earth, like thoae we see -
about other deserted places., The ; :
fences are down and the ditches
filled up; lots which before were
cultivated, have become open paste
ures f£or cows...."

If Wallace were to return today
he wuld £ind little historical -
evidence mariing the Mormon period
in San Bermardino. Almost every-
thing of note has been wiped ocut
«- destroyed in the name used by
all great despollers -~ "progress.” §&s

What things remain should be pro- : ..
tected like precious gems or works . -
of art.

They include the following:

(See Page 52) FERRIS HOUSE BEING IN 1960,
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