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MAETIN ADOBEE, 120 E. 5th St.

more research is urgently needed to date all early homes to help save them from
destruction,

After the Mormons left for Salt Lake City in 1857, a lawless element moved in to take
over the town. Then William A. Conn and his firm, Comn, Tucker and Allemn, purchased
8,000 acres of land from Mormons Lyman, Rich and Allen and divided it into suitable
parcels and sold them to new settlers. Relying on honesty, it has been said they never
foreclosed on anyone who missed payments because of i1l health or temporary wnemploy-
ment., They also realiged the new inhabitants helped balance both good and evil forces
in town and San Bernardino prospered from that time on,

Perhaps the years of 1858 to 1899 could aptly be called "San Bernardino's Goldem Age,"
for it was during this period that most of the beautiful residences on Arrowhead Avenus
and "D" Street were built and many of the early business houses in the downtown area.
However, it might also be said that practically none of these buildings hawve survived
the so-called "progress" of San Bernardino. All the beautiful Victorian mansions, hand-
built by dedicated artisans, have met the wrecker's ball., They include Fred T. Perris!
home at &45 North "D" Street -= a marvel of engineering imnovations, installed by Mr,
Perris himself, almost as clever as soms of the inventions in Jefferson's Monticello
home; the Ben Barton house at 656 North "D Street, home of an early San Bernardino
physician, druggist and postmaster, and many, many others too mumerous to list.

Among the few buildings remaining from that era are:

Garner Block: A two=story business building located at 362 North “D" Street. First
listed in the 1889 San Bernardino City and County Directory, it housed many offices
and businesses since then, including Judge A. D. Boren's office, the YMCA, a grocery
and meat market, awning business, People's Furniture Store, lLabor Temple, the Arthur
Murray Dance Studio and many others. It has been remodeled several times.

Eagle's Lodge Building: Now owned by Security Loan & Jewelry Co., and occupied Ly
Vera Lynn's Dance Studio, Phil's Jewelry Shop, etc, The back hali of this building
was originally the I. R. Brmn residence and later the site of San Bernardino's first
public librery. Still standing at 469 West Fourth Street.

Colliver House: Ons of the handsamest surviving houses in the city built by Dr. Jeff-
erson T. Colliver at 950 North "D Street. ILater ocoupied by his son and then his
daughter, who married Guy Shoup, brother of Paul Shoup, local boy who became the pres-
ident of the Santa Fe Railway Company. During the 1970's it remained more or( leas )
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