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IVANPAH, THE PIONEER
CAMP OF THE MOJAVE,
fathered other booms.
Along the steep slopes
of the Providence
Mountains, south of the
Clark District, groups
of prospectors from
Ivanpah found extremely
rich silver ore during
the spring of 188€0.
Some of the rock assay-
ed up to $5,000 a ton.
And the richest claim
turned out to be the
Bonanza King, This
property eventually
passed into the hands
of J. B. Osbome, H. L.
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would play prominent
roles in the county's mining history. Though a rich vein was found in early 1882, the
partners sold their interests to the Bonanza King Consolidated Mining and Milling Comp-
any of New York, which pushed development. To serve the 100 to 500 men developing the
mine aromd the clock, a post office was established that June. 4&nd while Southern
Pacific crews were pushing a track across the desert, teams were hauling in a hoisting
works and machinery for a 10=stamp mill.

By late 1882 or early 1883, Providence had emerged as a rough-and-tumble camp with 300
residents. Many houses were built of white tufe quarried in the area. Besides the post
office and several rining-company offices, businesses included two general stores, two
hotels with livery stables, a saloon, and a contractor, blacksmith-tagonmaker, deputy
sheriff, and U.S. mineral surveyor. Providence was also a voting precinct.

The Bonanza King was an investor's dream, The mill, which started up on January 1,
1883, turned out $61,744 during its first month along. A few months later, the plant
was turning out 2,000 ounces of silver bullion a day! Ore taken from shallow shafts
yielded $573,376 in bullion by the end of the year. Bonanza King stock was scon placed
on the New York mining exchange, and regular dividends were being paid. When the output
reached nearly $1 million in 18 months, Colonel Thomas Ewing, the Superintendent, ex-
plained that “the Bonansa King is better opened up, better worked, and we have obtained
better results from the ore than any other mine in this great mineral desert...."
Indeed, all the district's mines continued to flourish into 1885,

Frederick W. Smith, a representative of San Francisco's Mining & Scientific Press, was
amazed from the moment he stepped off the train at Fenner station in early 1885 and got
into Young's stage and express. The fare was §4 up and $3 down. Smith Joked that a
canteen of water and a lunch were needed to endure the dreary 24-mile trip across the
desert. Worse, driver "Font" Williams would delight in terrorizing tenderfeet with hair-
raising tales of the frontier.

And what a golden harvest the Bonanza King was reaping! Through an 800-foot main shaft
came ore containing $100 a ton in gold and silver. Grinding away at Crow Towm, a mile
and a half from the mine, was a highly efficient 10=stamp mill, About 100 men worked at
the mine and mill, but the $20,000 a month spent on wages and supplies was offset by the
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