57 ]

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER - DECEMBER, 1985

mill's monthly bullion oute
put of §35,000 to $50,000.
By now, the mill had produc-~
ed §1,500,000 in bullion.

But Providence itself
turned out to be only a dull
company camp. DBesides the
post office, the business
district encompagsed only
two general stores and three
saloons. There were no
hotels, as Smith found,®...A
mattress on the floor or on
a store counter is first-
class accomodations.” Wood
was plentiful but cost $8 a
cord; water, taken from the
company’s well, cost two to
five cants a gallon. Mean=-
while, an attexmpt to organ-
ize a school district failed
--not enough children,

_ The Bonansza King Company
in fact tended to regulate the lives of its workers with a heavy hand. Though paid

promptly and in coin, the men received only $3.50 a day; board cost §8 a week. It was
little wonder that the workers were considered hard working and sober; the Bonansa
King would fire any man found drunk. One man later accused the foreman and a shift
boss of being "heartless task masters" who forced the employees to work more "than
their health and strength will permit.®

But the price of silver continued to slip. After paying dividends through early 1885
the company suspended operations in March.

When the mine reopened a week later, the 15 men just hired had to accept only $3a
day, a cut made *with reluctance,” in the words of a correspondent, "owing to the very
low price of bullion.... It is quite evident that it is their intention to push the
woridng of mines more than ever before.... You may confidently expect to see a larger
output of bullion than ever before...."

The retrenchment worked, at least for a while. Advertising in the Calico Print, the
Bonanza King company hired men as fast as they arrived, 40 men at first to work in the
mine, 35 more when the mill started up a fow months later. While the mill turned out
an average of $60,000 in tullion a month, the Print envisioned a "arge, substantial,
and flourishing camp."

But another cloud came to darken this silver lining. Just after turning out 26 bars
of bullion, the *beautiful and thoroughly equipped” mill burned cn July 31, "not a
vestige of the structure and its contents escaped destruction.” The company laid off
all but a few workers, and the town's business was expected to suffer considerably.
Though company officials made moves to rebuild the mill, even clearing away the debris,
the Bonanza King remained closed; only a few small mines kept Providence from dying.

Finally, agsured that the coinage of silver would continue, the company reopened the
mine in early 1886. Assays showing exceptionally rich ore kept 20 to 25 men at work
during the July heat. At the nearby Kerr and Patton property, Godfrey Bahten, a widely
experienced mining man, built a five-stamp mill. Yhen the mill started up in January,
1887, "from the first stroke of the engine it was clear that everything was in place
... But the rebuilt mill for the Bonanza King remained a dream, for it was contended
that the "owners are all rich men and they are likely waiting until silver becomes a
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