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fixed standard.®

That time never cams. Cal-
ico and other silver ‘camps
had eclipsed Providence;
prices continued downward.
The number of registered
voters plummeted from 91 to
" 13 in only two years. Though
Juan Domingo ran a stage to
Fenner three times a week,
all that remained in 1887
were a handful of residents
and businesses. The Kerr
and Patton property operated
at least until 1890 and re-
portedly paid good dividends,
The passage in 1890 of the
Sherman Silver Purchase Act, '
which was intended to Zve |
token relief to =ine owners
and impoverisned farmers, at
once pushed siver <c $1.05
an ounce, but the price again slipped to its lower levels. Providence post cf2ice
closed in May, 1892,

Providence's mines experienced several revivals during the next severzl Zecaies. The
Trojan Mining Company built a gasoline-powered lOwstemp mill and worked tze Tre “rom
1906 through September, 1907.

Aroused by this revival, a Massachusetts firm rebuilt the mill and put the =ine into
production in 1915, Thirty men were soon running the operation round thne c_o¢k. The
presence of five families gave the camp "a more charming appearance." U:iilities were
provided by an electric-light plant and a water line. Two trucks, meanwrile, made
daily trips to Femner station. The operation was equipped with gasclire engines and the
most modern hoisting and milling equipment. Within a few years, the co=pany had reopen=
ed shafts to 800 feet, and was taking out very rich ore, but the Arrdstice (1918) soon
brought a decline in the price of silver to §1.01 an ounce in 1520. The company Sus-
pended operations in July. This was Providence'!s last hurrah.

Al INTERESTING DESERT BOOK

Interested in tne desert? Dennis Casebier,
he of Mojave Road fame, has just published a
small volume (138 pages) by Maud Morrow Sharp
entitled Maruba. These reminiscences were
written down for her grandchildren a few years
ago by Mrs. Sharp, a pioneer rancher in the
Lanfair Valley settlement of Maruba, earlier
called Ledge, in the 1920's.

This ill-fated agricultural venture into dry-farming on the Mojave Desert ran into
insuperable difficulties. Begun in a wet cycle, the climate shifted. There was
troubles with cattle companies over water rights, invasion of cattle into the fields,
and ki1ling of cattle by ranchers. The failure of the Santa Fe Goffs-Searchlight
railroad, the lifeline of the district, brought an end to the farmer's dreams.

Mrs. Sharp writes with good humor and a lively style. Hardbound, Maruba can be
ordered for $12.50, including tax and postage, from Tales of the Mojave Road Publish-

ing Co., P.0. Bax 307, Norco, CA 91760, AM.H,




