small box mill was saved. Some of the women and children had been
moved out, others refused to flee and stayed to fight against the
rolling spark bearing black smoke. After one dark day and two wild
nights the winds died down, the canyons burned out and the charred
black hills were left to time to heal. The flood waters washed a
great deal of debris out into the valley when the rains came. A
great deal of forest was lost.

The beauty of Plunge Creek was mostly destroyed and the Fredalba
Mill was never rebuilt. The cut over Smiley Park area never grew
trees of lumber quality again.

Now it has all happened all over again. This time much modern
fire fighting equiptment is at hand and the fire could have been con-
tained, except for the eratic wind drafts in the canyons. There were
some ninety fire trucks, fifteen bull dozers, and a large crew of men
at the scene of this fire. In the 1903 fire there were only Pioneer
hearts, strong backs, willing arms, hands, shovels, and wet sacks.
This fire was very spectacular when seen from across the valley.

To add to the excitment of this day, we had two light earthquakes
in the morning between six and eight o'clock, to awaken us to see the
fiery sunrise. It is hoped that these little shakes are not to be

fgllowed by a greater jolt as was the case on Christmas morning of
99.

CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO. 43
--THE ZANJA--

The 2snja was the first irrigation ditch constructed in San
Bernardino County. Spanish missionaries from San Gabrial Mission in-
troduced the principle of irrigation in the San Bernardino valley in
1819. This irrigation ditch brought water from Mill Creek Canyon
east of Redlands to the Guachams Indian Rancheria and Mission Rancho -
on Mission Road. The cobblestone-lined ditch may be seen best today
as it passes through Sylvan Park in the city of Redlands. A careful
oberver may be able to trace the Zanja from Mill Creek Canyon, thru
Redlands to it's terminus in the flat area along Cottonwood Row in
the 0l1ld San Bernardino or Mission District.

The Zanja was engineered by the Franciscan fathers of San Gabriol
Mission. It was constructed by the Serrane and probably Cahuilla
Indians, under the direction of Pedro Alvarez, who supervised the
work. The Indians used baskets and shoulder blades of slaughtered
mission cattle to dig the ditch and move the earth; probably swift-
ly flowing water guided by some earth moving by the Indians really
dug most of the Zanja.

The irrigation ditch was completed by 1820, and nearly one thou-
sand Indians gathered to watch the planting being done under the dir-
ection of Carlos Garcia, who was appointed by San Gabriel Mission
authority as the first mayordome of the San Bernardino Rancho. The
Zanja, or "Sankey" as the American Pioneers called it, has been the
subject of litigations involving water rights at various times since
1875. Water from the Zanja supported the San Bernardino Asistencia,
Rancho San Bernardino, the Cram furniture factory, and pioneer ranch-
es and orchards, and even provided the domestic water supply for
early residents of the city of Redlands.

"You cannot prevent the birds of sorrow from flying over your head,
but you can prevent them from building nests in your hair."Chinese
proverb.--

-==-SICK OR DISABLED MEMBERS---

As of this edition of the news we find that most of our members
on the list of sick or disabled members are doing as well as can be
expected as reported by the visiting committee. Brother August
Anderson is at present confined in Loma Linda Hospital convalesing
from a stroke but is doing as well as can be expected. Florence
Gannier and Bertha O'Toole confined in rest homes, also doing as well
as can be expected according to reports received at the last meeting.
Brother Robert Jackson up and around and able to put some weight on
his hip. Mabel Crouch is still cleaning up from the deluge suffered
when she left the water turned on for several hours while out playing
cards, but is doing better health wise. ** No report on Matilda
Cutter, but no news is good news, so they say. We have a report from
Lillie Wing that her daughter, Dorothy, was in a serious car accident
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