ing, dressmaking, china painting, sign painting, a dance each month

in the Log Cabin, as well as a variety of regularly scheduled bus
trips to Disneyland, Tia Juana, Las Vegas, and other points of inter-
est in Southern California. For information, contact Lucille William-~
son in the Cultual Center or Esther Harris in the Service Center in
the Auditorium. We congratulate Lucille Williamson on her election

as a member of the board of directors of the Allied Senior Citizens

Clubs, Inc., and as a District Governor for San Bernardino of the
group.

===-CALIFORNIA, LAND OF GOLD AND ROMANCE=---

California, land of gold and romance, has a wider range of cli-
mate than any State in the Union; produces a greater variety of
fruits of the soil; enjoys benign influences from Pacific breezes, and
boasts rich veins of every mineral, except coal. Your Pioneer Cabin
News Editor is of the opinion that a brief history of our beautiful
state would be of interest to the readers of this publication and
will endeaver in this, and subsequent issues to present such a his-
tory.

The settlement of the Spanish Missionaries within the present
limits of State of California date from the first foundation of San
Diego in 1769. The missions that were later founded north of San
Diego were, with the original establishment itself, for a time known
merely by some collective name, such as the Northern Missions. But
later the name California, already since applied to the country of the
peninsular missions to the southward, was extended to the new land,
with various prefixes or qualifying phrases; and out of these the de-
finite name Alta (or Upper) California at last came, being applied
to our present country during the whole period of the Mexican Repub-
lican ownership. As to the origin of the name California no serious
guestion remains that this name, as first applied, between 1535 and
1539 to a portion of Lower California was derived from an old print-
ed romance, the one which Mr. Edward Everett Hale rediscovered in
1862, and from which he drew his now accepted conclusion. For in
this romance the name California was already before 1520 applied to
a fabulous island, described as near the Indies, and also ‘very
near the Terrestrial Paradise.' Colonists whom Cortes brought to the
newly discovered peninsula in 1535, and who returned the next year
may have been the first to apply the name to this supposed island,
on which they had been a time resident. The coast of Upper California
was first visited during the voyage of the explorer Juan Cabrillo
in 1542-43. Several landings were then made on the coast and on the
islands, in the Santa Barbara region. In 1579, Drake's famous visit
took place. It is almost perfectly sure that he did not enter oxr
observe the Golden Gate, and that he got no idea of the existence of
the Great Bay. This result of the examination of the evidence about
Drake's voyage is now fairly well accepted, although some people will
always try to insist that Drake discovered our Bay of San Francisco.
The name San Francisco was probably applied to a port on this coast
by Cermenon, who in a voyage from the Philippines, in 1595, ran a-
shore while exploring the coast near Point Reyes. 1Is is now, however,
perfectly sure that neither he nor any other Spanish navigator be-
fore 1769 applied this name to our present bay which remained utterly
unknown to Europeans during all this period.

In 1602-3 Sebastion Viscaino conducted a Spanish exploring ex-
pedition along the California coast. From this voyage a little more
knowledge of the character of the coast was gained; and thenceforth
geographical researches in the regions of California ceased for over
a century and a2 half. With only this meagre result we reach the era
of the first settlement of Upper California.

The missions of the peninsula of Lower California passed, in 1769,
by expulsions of the Jesuits, into the hands of the Fgancigcang and
the sSpanish government, whose attention was attracted in this direct-
jon dY the changed conditions ordered the immediate presegution of a
lon¢ cherished plan to provide the Manilla ships, on their return
vorage, with good ports of supply and repairs and to occupy the north-
west land as a safeguard against Russian or other aggressions. ?hus
pegan the career of Spanish discovery and settlement in Californ}a.
mhe early years show a generally rapid progress only one great dis-
;eter occurring, the destruction of the San Diego Mission in 1775,
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