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The City of San Bernardino Historical
Society was founded on November 16, 1977
and Incorporated by the State as a Non-
Profit Organization on July 20, 1978.
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ORANGES - SAN BERNARDINO'S REAL GOLD!

Before the recent housing booms, San Ber-
nardino and Riverside Counties were noted
for their citrus industry; largest in the
United States. It all started when Anson
Van Leuven, who lived in Old San Bernardino
near the Asistencia Mission, planted a few
orange trees in 1857. Van Leuven, who ser-
ved as sheriff for several years, expanded
his plantings up to the 1870's and other
pioneers like Lewis Cram in Highland, M.H.
Crafts at Crafton, Colonel Tolles at Lugon-
ia, E. J. Walte at Redlands and Dr. William
Fox and Rev. James Cameron soon followed
Cram's example,

But the gem of all oranges, the Washing-
ton Navel, was first planted in Riverside
by Luther C. Tibbets and his wife in 1873-
1875, When the first fruit ripened in
1878 the fame of this orange spread across
the nation. The product of two trees,
budded from a seedless orange from Brazil,
it revolutionized the orange industry.

Both Redlands and Riverside eventually
emerged as the focal points for the citrus
industry. Lemons and Grapefruit grew
equally well in the valley and today these
two fruits have saved many an orange grow-
er from going broke, for their price
remains fairly stable, whereas oranges have
not.

An offshoot of the citrus industry was
the National Orange Show, known all over
the world. First held in a tent on the
northwest corner of 4th & D Streets in 1911
with Ralph E. Swing as manager, the show
kept expanding until 43 acres were purchas-
ed for a permanent site at Mill and South
E Streets. Altho many say the show reached
its peak in the 1930's, thousands still
attend each year.

But most of the orange trees - once so
profuse one could smell orange blossoms all
over the valley = are gone; victims of the
housing shortage and man's greed for money
rather than beauty. Eventually the last
bastion of the citrus industry, Florida,
will also wither away. Will oranges then
be placed on the endangered list - along
with our vanishing animals?

Fred Holladay




