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Then came the boom at Searchlight, Nevada, 20
miles to the east. Though large deposits of gold
had been found in 1897, the companies began to de-
velop their claims and build mills only about 1900.
A weekly newspaper and narrow=gauge railroad rnn-
ing to the Colorado River started up in 1902. The
output of Searchlight's mines rose from $388,000
in 1904 to a peak of $530,000 in 1906. By then,
the camp supported two weekly papers, well-stocked
stores, more than a dozen saloons, a chamber of
commerce, telephone exchange, and school.

Manvel enjoyed its heyday as the entrepot for
Searchlight from 1902 to about 1907. The freight
leaving the terminal was immense. Serving the
traffic were a station and telegraph office,
freight-forwarding house, and a Wells, Fargo &
Company agency. The post office's heavy business entitled it to sell money orders. At
the Brown-Gosney store, it was 'nothing unusual to have the daily sales amount up into
the thousands of dollars...." The importance of Manvel as an entrepot was shown when
a fire destroyed the railroad freight house in December, 1904. The losses included an
irmense amount of freight, several cars standing on a siding, and drums of distillate,
which exploded. (To prevent confusion with Manvel, Texas, first the Sante Fe, then
Wells, Fargo, and finally the post office, in February, 1907, changed the name to Barm-
well.

The guiding light of Manvel was T. A. Brown, the co-founder of the Brown-Gosney store
in 1895. In a low, rambling building, Brown and his partner "built up a business rep-
utation and standing which was as strong as the building itself was weak and disreput-
able....” From well-stocked cellars, Brown also carried on a wholesale whiskey busin-
ess and ran an informal bank from his safe, Burningly ambitious, Brown over the years
organized a phone system, ran freight lines and a stage line, and opened branches in
the camps and towns of the California-Nevada border; Vanderbilt, Searchlight, Sandy,
Ivanpah station, Leastalk, Las Vegas, Calivada, Nelson, and Hart.

His wife, meanwhile, would organize
church meetings, take eare of drunks, and
counsel the wayward. Since Manvel's only
doctor was ravaged by drugs, her son re-
called, Mrs. Brown "probably dactored
more cases of croup, mmps, fever, broken
bones and lacerations than some medical
men undertake in a lifetims...." The
school, too, flourishing, never falling
below 15 pupils.

To young Edgar Brown and the 20 to 25
other boys in town, Barmnwell - the name
he knew the town as -~ "was a world of
fabulous hunting, exploration, horseback
rides and a complete and uninhibited sat-
isfaction of curiosity...." At the Green
corral, where the lads would watch working
rodeos, the cowboys stood out like charac-
ters in a dime novel., Their leather
chaps, black vests, black, narrow-brimmed
felt hats, red kerchiefs, and Bull Durham
tags hanging out of their wvest pockets
made them colorful characters.
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