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Earming spending money turned out to be
a bit more difficult. The boys would help
swampers load cases of dynamite - it took
them a while to realize that the explosive
was shock resistant - and sell discarded
whiskey bottles for a nickel each at the
rear door of saloons = custonm prevented
minors from entering.

Ironically, Searchlight's rise would
hasten Barnwell's decline. A major rail
line from Los Angeles to Salt Lake City
was campleted in early 1905. It passed
only 20 miles from Searchlight and 15 miles
from the Gopper World Mine. In response,
the Santa Fe built the Barnwell & Search-
light Bailway, 23 miles long. It was com=
pleted in March, 1907. Trains ran daily
except Sunday. The heyday of teaming was
over. Searchlight's output began to plum-
mit at once, probably hastened by the on-
set of the panic and depression in October.
At Manvel, blue pieces of scrip were used
as money; families began to drift away.

The discovery of gold at Hart, a few
miles south of the Barnwell & Searchlight
Railway, at first promised to revive Barm-
wells, But within months, by mid-1908,
Hart supported a business section that far swrpassed Barnwell's. Hart's distributing
point was Hitt, a siding and freight house near the Nevada line. Yet Hart would wane
during the next few years too. .

Barnwellls decline was also hastened by a fire that destroyed most of the business
district in September, 1908. Though smoke had alerted the residents, they lacked the
means to fight fires. The flames turned the store into "a roaring mass" and spread
along the line of buildings until it reached the Santa Fe statiom. The agent managed
to remove all records and books and "pluckily stayed with his telegraph instrument®
until the wires were burned. The loss of the store building and its contents amounted
to §15,000.

Insurance covered most of the damage. The Brown-Gosney store began rebuilding the
next morning, and a boxcar was turned into an office for the railroad.

Barnwell essentially gave up the ghost in 1910. The Brown-Gosney store, whose main
office had moved to Searchlight, closed in Pebruary. Branches operated only at Hart
and Sandy, Nevada. In May, just after midnight, station agent W. J. Connor observed a
fire at the corral and barn of the Rock Springs company. In his excitement, he failed
to reattach his artificial foot but still hobbled around "at a lively rate spreading
the alarm.” It was too late; the corral, barn, feed, and hay were destroyed, six
horses were killed and two critically burned. The loss was put at $3,000.

The dull times were broken by a quarrel in Gus Hamstadt's saloon in early 1911. Dur-
ing a card game, John Carter pulled a gun on George Ross. Constable F. Clements arrive
ed, disarmed and arrested Carter, and took him to San Bernardino for trial.

The emergence of farming colonies at Lanfair, 12 miles to the south, pushed Barn-
well's school enrollment up for several years. But the outlook remained poor; the out-
put at Searchlight's mines continued to drop, to $23,000 in 1911. The Brown family
poved away in 1912.

But when a report appeared in San Bernardino in early 1913 that Barnwell was a "town

of the past where inhabitants, business and future have departed,” a Needles (paper on])y
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