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Feelings were running high over politics and particularly the war. San Bernardino, a
large part of whose residents had come from the Southern states, was predominantly Con-
federate in sympathy. Many of the Mormons who remained were also understandably anti-
Union. The Union League was organized in 1861 partly for self-protection and patriotic
purposes by citizens loyal to the North, such as John Brown, George Lord, and local
orator Moses Martin, builder of the surviving adobe on 5th near Sierra Way that will
become part of Seccombe Park.

Tt was a difficult time to be running a hotel as well as a store downtown, and Wolff
Cohn was not destined to run it for very long. According to the San Bernardino Patriot
as quoted in the January 11, 1862 issue of the Los Angeles Star, on January 2, a well~
Jnown desperado named Dick Cole entered Cohn's dry goods store, picked a fight with him
and thereupon shot him dead. Wolff's brother Isaac, who was present in the store, then
shot Cole, but didn't kill him. The grand jury under Judge Benjamin Hayes later refused
to indite Isaac Cohn for the shooting, and it was generally felt that justice had been
done.

Wolff Cohn's widow Jane sold the hotel in July 1864 to John F. and Esther Miller, who
had previously purchased the rest of the property from Mrs. Jacobs., They gave it the
name, Miller's Hotel.

The Millers leased the hotel in 1867 to Elizabeth Findley, who changed the name to
Arizona Hotel, and then later the same year to Dr. J. R. Riley, a local physician, who
restored the name Bella Union. These attempts at management were apparently unsuccess-
ful, and the Millers had to repossess the hotel. However, they then kept the name Bella
Union.

The original two-story adobe with the balcony made famous by Weaver'!s venture into
song, was torn down by the Millers in 1874 and replaced by the three-story brick South-
ern Hotel. This was purchased and managed by Christian Kurts, who gave up his bakery
business and became a hotel-keeper.

After Kurtz' death in 1902, the property changed hands several times, and was finally

bought by the Sun Company in 1926. The Southern Hotel was torn down in 1947 tio make wa,
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