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for the present building.

From the item discovered by Mr. Palmer, some material in the Western States Jewish
Quarterly of October, 1974 by Norton B. Stern to which it led us, and several other
references, wo were able to fill in some gaps in the Bella Union story —- gaps occurr-
ing particularly in the period before the advent of the old reliable San Bernmardino
Guardian in 1867. Our conclusion is that our previous article was correct in stating
that Bishop Crosby!s hotel was San Bernardino's first, having been documented as in use
in 1854 and 1856. But we have now learned that the name Bella Union was the original
name of the other hotel built in 1857 by Charles Glasier. And we can add another name
to those by which it was known from 1857 to 1947, through its 90 years at 4th and D
Streets. It was called successively Bella Union, Jacob's, Miller!s, Arizona, Bella
Union again, and finally Southern.

scoffed. Nearly 100 persons lived in town, it contended, eight

MAN VEL pupils were still enrolled, and the business district still com-

(Continued from Page 6) prised a general store, saloon, two blacksmith shops and a feed
corral.

When newlyweds Bert and Maud Sharp moved to the Lanfair area in 1914, a few persons
still remained, including the ranch owner and his sons, the postmaster, a prospector,
the section foreman of the railroad and his crew, and the legendary Dick Diamond and
his wife, Matilda. The Diamonds, the commmnity's only black residents, lived in a neat
little cottage. Diamond was a prospector, cook, and jack~of-all trades.

A few scattered buildings made up the town. The cattle company's buildings included
the main house, two small bunkhouses, the barn, corral, and slaughterhouse. Across the
rallroad to the south stood the houses of railroad workers. The station and loading
platform stood in the angle formed where the railroad branched off to Searchlight.
North of the cattle company's house was a large two-story building, perhaps the former
hotel. Across the railroad to the west stood the abandoned saloon and several houses.

Meanwhile Searchlight's newspaper folded, its chief mill bwrmed, and the California
Eastern began cutting back service. The post office at Barnwell closed in April, 1915.
The school closed about 1918, though the train still ran daily and travelers could get
water at the depot. But rail service to Searchlight was soon cut back to twice a week.
Then the entire system, all the way to Goffs, was shut down in late 1923 and the rails
torn up.
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1985 ODYSSEY ANNUAL READY: Hot off the press is our 1985 Odyssey Annual - bound cop-
ies of last year's Qdyssey issues. It may be picked up from our docent's at Heritage
House on Tuesday's and Saturdays, from Noon to 3:30 P.M., for $5.00 donation. If you
wish one mailed to any address in the United States, please add §1 for postage. Only
a few earlier Odyssey annuals are still available - 1982, 1983 and 1984. The others
are out of print. All Heritage Tales from 1978 to 1985 are still available, except
the 1979 issue, which is out of print, for $5 donation, plus §1 postage for mailing.




