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taught 75 students ranging from first grade
through eighth grade. He graduated in an
old church at the corner of Church Street
and Archibald Avenue in 1907.

On weekends, Ed played with the sons of
Mr. and Mrs, Summers, who worked as a wine-
maker at the Cucamonga Winery.

Occasionally he rode his bicycle into San
Bernardino to visit his cousin Willie. On
several of his visits, while riding down D
Street, some of the ladies who did their
business in the "Red Light District" asked
him to stop by for a visit.

At the age of 16 years, Ed Johnson worked
for the Cucamonga Water Company mixing con-
crete. A year later, while working at a
packing house near the Santa Fe Depot, he
began taking survey courses at a correspond-~
ence school. Two years later, in 1913, he
quit his job at the packing house, along
with its $200.00 salary, and began working
in Upland as a surveyor for $50.00 a month.

Mr. Johnson began working in San Bernar-
dino in 1915. M. L. Cook, a friend of his
father, got him a Job as a county surveyor.

When Joe Cattick became mayor of San Ber-
nardino in 1917, Mr. Johnson was appointed city engineer. He held this position for
two years and then was relieved of his job during the next administration.

On November 6, 1918, Mr. Johnson went to the Engineer Officers Training Camp at
Camp Humphrys. Seventeen days later he was ordered to return to California as a wit-
ness in an important mining case in Death Valley. The trial took place in the Federal
Courts in Los Angeles. After its termination, Mr. Johnson was paid $60.00 for travel-
ing expenses and retumed to San Bernardino, where he resumed work as a civil engineer.

In 1931, he resigned his position and for the next 20 years worked for San Bermardino
County with Weights and Measures. Then, in 1951, he returned to his old line of work
as an engineer in Rialto.

During the 1950's, Mr. Johnson decided to become a private civil engineer. He held
this position until his retirement during the 1960's.

Mr. Johnson's contributions to the development of San Bernardino during the 30-plus
Years he worked in the city are evident in his work as a surveyor and engineer. His
many contributions include paving D Street = between 3rd and Ath Streets s E Street,
Arrowhead Avenue, Highland Avenue, and Base Line Street. He also assisted putting
lights along E Street and Arrowhead Avenue, building bridges on 3rd Street and Arrow-
head Avenue, and helped construct another one on Mt. Vernon Avenue, below Rialto Ave-
nue. In 1921, during Sam McNab's administration, Mr. Johnson planted the first trees
in Lytle Creek Park. He checked the plans for his good friend, Frank Soll, who was in
the process of building the California Hotel, and surveyed lots for some of the "Mad-
ames" on D. Street. He also constructed a storm drain on Sierra Way, because heavy
rains, accumlating in Waterman Canyon, would flood Highland Avenue -~ which was a dirt
road at the time.

When he wasn't paving roads or building bridges, Johnson was building houses. In
1936 he built a house at the corner of 28th Street and Genevieve. John Ralph, a future
mayor of Sen Bernardino, loaned him $600,00 so that he could draw plans and buy the
the lot. He also took out a loan for $4,200.00 from the Bank of Italy (now called the
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