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DE VIL CANYON
TOLL ROAD

By Nicholas R. Cataldo
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THE CANYON lying directly
behind California State
University in San Bernardino
and now used by the state's
water system, received its
name very early in valley hist-
ory. There are two stories
that supposedly are responsible
for naming the canyon.

According to one story, dur~-
ing the 1840's, Don Ignaccio
Reyes was in tne canyon with
some vaqueros (cowboys) when a
mystery woman appeared. She
disappeared almost as quickly
as she came, causing Reyes to
believe she must have been a
disciple of the devil and from
that day on the canyon was
called "Devil Canyon.®"

In the other story, Colonel
Isaac Williams, owner of the
Chino Rancho, was tired of eat-
ing meat and craved vegetables.
He sent Daniel Sexton, one of
his hired hands and two Indians
to survey a route so that they
might get up to the timber
lands. There trees could be
cut for fencing so that Wille
iams' cattle would stay out of
his vegetable garden.

(See Page 35)




