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EDITOR'S COLUMN

E HORHALLY DON'T LIKE TO BE too ser-
ious in this column, but we are
approaching a time of crisis wherein the

Society and its home is concerned.

Four years ago, when we were in the pro-
cess of finishing Christian R. Harris Mem-
orial Hall and still engaged in renovating
Heritage liouse, it became apparent we
would have to borrow money to finish the
latter. We nad enough finances to finish
all the other facilities.

Therefore tne Society borrowed $50,000
from the City Redevelopment Agency, pay=-
able at $300 per month for the first 5
Years and $500 per month for the rest of
the 30-year mortgage. YWe do have a bal-
ance of $20,000 in savings, used to pay-
off the mortgage.

liowever our membership brings in around
$3500 per year, with donations perhaps
adding another $1,000 or $1,500 to that.

Last year ow Insurance went up far more
than anyone expected and everything else
had jumped out of sight as you know when
you pay your own phone, electric and gas
bills. Monthly bills run to around $800.

Several of our members suggested raising
the §50,000 to payoff the mortgage through
=in part-voluntary donations from the mem-
bers, along with benefit programs of one
type or another to raise funds, and gave
us their checks for $50 each to put into
a special fund used to pay only on the
principal of our loan.

As most of you know, we also held a Ben-
efit Ball at the Eagles Lodge in April,
and we mailed out over 600 invitations to

this ball, Only around LO persons showed

up and we barely broke even.

But although we are bloodied, we are
unbowed. We will continue to present ben-
efit programs, accept donations, apply for
governmental grants and anything else it
takes to raise the essential funds to put
our Society out of the hole.

All we ask of you is your participation,
whenever possible, at our benefit events.




