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Indians on their way to meet with coastal
tribes, as well as by Father Garces == the
firat known white man to cross the San Ber-
nardino Mountains. The road continued
along Saw Pit Canyon to the Las Flores
Ranch, then known as Houghtons. At this
ranch the road connected with the regular
desert roads. It shortened the distance
between the lumber mills and desert mining
camps .
Cn May 14, 1879, in the San Bernardino
Times, it was mentioned a man named
John McFarlane was planning on building a
connection up Devil Canyon to the head of
Seeley's Flat (near what is now the commun-
ity of Crestline). He had seventeen China-
men employed for that mission. The news-

- paper editor wrote, "We wonder if there are
not sufficient white men in town to have
done the work as cheaply." The connection
was completed before the year was over.

In 1882 there were about 4,500,000 feet
of lumber sawed by the five mountain saw~
mills, owned by William LaPraix, the Tyler
brothers, Hudson and Taylor, Frank Talmadge,
and E. Somers. At the average price per
square foot, this aimount of lumber brought
about $100,000. Most of the mills were in
vicinity of Devil Canyon and the principal
travel was by way of the Devil Canyon Toll
Road.

In April, 1886, Irish-born James Doyle and John C. Flannigan, a sheepherder from
Walawala, Washington, bought the toll road. They charged a fee of $1.50 for a six-
horse team and $1 for a four-horse team. The two men had an average of ten teams daily
coming over the steep road.

In 1889, Doyle married a young woman from Riverside named Mary Gallager. Although
they decided to live in San Bernardino, they built a "summer cabin' in the mountains at
Saw Pit Canyon (near what is now Cedar Pines). Every log used in the cabin was taken
from their -forty-acre ranch. Doyle also owned 160 acres in Devil Canyon.

Doyle and Flannigan ran the toll road until 1902. They sold it to a man named Shat-
tuck, who was running a sawmill,. The road was abandoned as a toll road in 1908. By
1923 all traffic through Devil Canyon, over the "old" road, was prohibited. San Bernar-
dino had bought the 1153 acres comprising the Wiggins and Newman Ranches, as well as
the 160 acres owned by Doyle in the canyon, for the development of city water. Only
James Doyle's 4O acre ranch in Saw Pit Canyon, and the land owned by apiarist, Tom
Marshall, was left.

In the 1960's, the state of California wanted to use the canyon for its water system.
It was decided that the entire mouth of Devil Canyon would be fenced off with a locked
gate so the waterworks wouldn't be tampered with.

During its days as a toll road, extensive use was brought upon by logging teams.
Bermet and Shaver often hauled lumberloads out of Husten Flat to the Devil Canyon road.
Doyle worked at the top gate and Flannigan at the bottom one.

Devil Canyon was the scene of a large pioneer industrial enterprise of the periocd due
to the lime kilns operated by W. R. Wiggins in East Devil Canyon. Wiggins as president
(See Page 37)

The author on the narrow toll road.




