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and D. a. Moutton incorporat-
ed the East Devil Canyon Toll
Company with a $10,000 capit-
alization at $100 a share. It
was operated under a franch~
ise granted by the county
board of supervisors.

Wiggins had built a "pion-
eer" road from his kilns up
to the crest., He used the
steep trail for hauling cord
wood. When others wanted to
use the route, he irmproved
it. The East Dewvil Canyon
Toll Road Company was office
ially formed in 1891.

Although the road was prim-
arily used for nauling lumber
vacationers alsoc made consid-
erable use of it. Records of
the Devil Canyon Road were

Preservationist Rich Levin standing near preserved by James and Mary

the swmit of the old toll road. Doyle until - he ' passed away
in 1954, at the age of 94 and

she in 1956, at the age of 86. However, the records are now in the possession of their
son, Gerald, and their daughter, lMary. The old registry book lists daily records of
the traffic to and from the mountains. It is noted in the book that business was drawn
from as far away as Little Bear Valley.

In 1978, Gerald Doyle was interviewed by a reporter for the San Bernardino Sun. He
reflected on his early memories of the Devil Canyon Road. although he never lived in
Devil Canyon, he recalled how beautiful the area was. He mentioned the canyon was cov-
ered with poppies and the sheep grazing there would eat the flowers.

Doyle said his father became interested in the Devil Canyon area because of the sheep.
While working in his cousin's store in San Bernardino, James was responsible for buying
wool from the shepherds when it wes shearing time. From these visits, James Doyle
began to love the canyon area and decided to build a ranch there.

In a recent interview, Mary (Doyle) Mcnally recalled that her father made his first
American home in New Jersey before traveling to California in search of a better clim-
ate. His cousin, Matthew Burn, was living in San Bernardino at the time and asked
James if ne would like to settle nearby and work in the store he owned. Doyle accepted
his cousin's offer and arrived in San Bernardino on March 19, 188l.

Mary recalled how fond she and her family were of John Flannigan, her father's part-
ner. When they owned the toll road, "Uncle John," as he was affectionaly called, died
in 1917 at the age of 83.

Mary reflected her memories of the Devil Canyon area. She described the area as very
green, with many ferns, pipes and oaks. She described how she and her family rode by
horse and buggy to the canyon. They began at their house, on the corner of Sixth and
Waterman and turned left onto a dirt trail at approximately where 40th Street is today.
From that point on, the trail went around Little Mountain and then up the Devil Canyon
Road. She mentioned it was only possible to drive to approximately the location of the
locked gate used today by the Devil Canyon Water System. The road beyond that point was
very steep and deteriorated, due to lack of maintenance and many rock slides.

On September 19, 1978, Mrs. Effie Swearingen, a former San Bernardino resident, wrote
a letter to local historian Arda Haenszel, describing how dangerous driving along the
old rcad could be. (See Page 4h)




