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Complicated litigation against the Riverside Land and Irrigation Co. lasted for another
century. To facilitate matters, the later colonists wno nad &s yet not satisfied tne
requirement of settlement, conveyed their titles in 1886 to Father Peter as trustee.
Once the suits were adjudicated in favor of the settlers, tne titles were returned ir
the families desired to retain ownersnip. By that time econcuic pressures had caused
many of the descendants to move elsewhere. Father Stockman eventuaily retained title
to 12 lots. At nis deatn, the property reverted to the possession of tne Bisnop of
Monterey - Los Angeles and thence in 1936 to tne Bisnop of San Diego when that Diocese
was created. Finally, California Portland Cement Co. brougnt the dozen parcels in
June 19770

Meanwhile, what of the fate of San Salvador church, parisn and community? Altnough
not much evidence exists, an eyewitness account in 1888 states that the church was in
a state of disrepair. The record in the sacramental registers shows baptisms, marriages
and funerals being conducted as late as 1893. Evidently, these sacraments were perform-
ed for the parishioners at St. Bernardine's by Father Stockman and his associates but
still recorded for Agua Mansa.

Eventually Bishop Mora closed the mission in 1893 and started a new parish in south
Colton, naming it Owr Lady of the Rosary. It functioned as a mission also of St. Bern-
ardine's until 1912 when it was raised to full parish status and renamed San Salvador
in honor of the pioneer predecessor parisn.

During its half-century of existance, the original San Salvador embracing the twin
communities of Agua Mansa and La Placita, had been tended by a total of ten priests,
(1842-93)., These shepherds of the flock performed their duties nobly in the face of
rugged frontier conditions. The sacramental registers show that they collectively per-
formed some 700 baptisms, 225 marriages, and 100 funerals. Thus were three generations
of the faithful served, with their descendants along the San Bernardino-Riverside county
line owing allegiance to several later parishes.
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